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8 & 9 Nov 2025 Dedication of St John Lateran Basilica Year C

Blessing of Advent Wreath & Candles

There will be the blessing of Advent wreaths and candles during the First Sunday of Advent, on the
weekend of 29 and 30 November. Do bring along your Advent Wreaths and Candles along for this blessing.

Advent Wreaths and Candles are also available at our Parish Gift & Service Centre now.

St Gabriel’s Foundation (SGF) Church Outreach 2025 - Called to Love and Mission

The St Gabriel's Foundation’s (SGF) Church Outreach 2025, under the theme "Called to Love and
Mission”, seeks your generous donations for the programmes and activities that are conducted for the

students and staff in our Monfortian Gabrielite Education Institutes (MGEI).

Students from our Monfort Junior & Secondary Schools will be collecting
donations at the church grounds during the masses on November 8th and 9th.

Established over 20 years ago, the SGF was founded to continue the good works
of the Montfort Brothers of St Gabriel's. In the absence of new vocations to the
brotherhood, itis increasingly important for laypeople to uphold and promote the

Catholic values across our family of schools.

We sincerely appreciate your continued support!

Monfort Secondary School Open House 2025

Calling all Catholic Boys! Join us at Montfort Secondary School’s Open House 2025! Find out how you can
Ignite your curiosity, Inspire excellence and Illuminate the world as part of the Monfort Family.

Date: 22 November 2025, Saturday
Time: 8.30am -12.30pm
Location: 50 Hougang Avenue 8, Singapore 538785

Saints Alive! Film Screening

Together with the launch of the Saints Alive! Exhibition, we will also be screening three featured films every
Thursday in November. They will held at St Joachim’s Hall at 8.15pm and we invite all to come join us.

It will be on walk-in basis, and no registration is required.

13 November, 8.15pm - The Boy From Milan: Stories of Carlo Acutis (35 mins) o e
20 November, 8.15pm - St Francis of Assisi: Sign of Contraction (1hr 20 mins) ’ *@
27 November, 8.15pm — The Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima 1952 (1hr 45 mins)




DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

“His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,
Zeal for your house will consume me.”

Reflecting on the Gospel

Today’s gospel reading invites us into a deeper

reflection on the meaning of church.

Most Catholics are probably unaware that the Basilica of
Saint John Lateran, not Saint Peter’s, is the seat of the
pope. Historically, the church played a larger role than it
does now, but it is still one of four major basilicas in
Rome. The original church building was dedicated in 324,
on property given to the bishop of Rome by Constantine.
Additionally,
residence of the pope until the office move to Avignon.

the Lateran Palace was the official

John’s account of this gospel episode is located at the beginning of the gospel, rather
than near the end as in the Synoptics. Jesus drives the money-changers and merchants
out of the temple area, saying that they were making a marketplace out of the Father’s
house. Animal merchants and money-changers were necessary for temple function,
providing the means for animal sacrifice.

However, the temple ground was not to be the place for that — even in the outer Court of
the Gentiles, where they had likely set up to shop. To be holy is to be set apart. The
temple, of all places, was to be dedicated to the worship of God, a space for all people,
and the noisiness of bartering crowds was an obstacle to prayer. Whether grand and
ornate (like the Lateran Basilica) or intimate and humble, do our places of worship
illuminate their function? Moreover, do we by our actions in these sacred spaces reflect
the love of Christ in whose presence we stand?

Perhaps more importantly, Jesus’s decisive action also ushers us beyond the temple
itself. Following this shocking disturbance in the gospel scene, the Judeans want an
answer from Jesus: “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus responds,
“Destroy this temple and in three days | will raise it up.” As he often does, Jesus speaks
on a plane that his listeners are not expecting. Jesus, in fact, has offered a sign. Pointing
beyond the temple, the place in which God dwells, Jesus offers his own body as the
dwelling place of God. Likewise, by the gift of his body and blood as the Eucharist for us,
Jesus calls forth and builds up the church, the Mystical Body of Christ. Jesus rises from
the dead, and so does “rebuild the temple” in three days, but he also sends forth the
Holy Spirit so that we ourselves might become temples of the living God.

The Second Vatican Council’s Lumen Gentium reminds us, “The society structured with
hierarchical organs and the Mystical Body of Christ are not to be considered as two
realities, nor are the visible assembly and the spiritual community, nor the earthly church
and the church enriched with heavenly things; rather they form one complex reality
which coalesces from a divine and a human element.” The church is neither simply a
building nor a community of worshippers nor a collection of beliefs and truths but a
mystery in the deepest sense — a mystery that we as children of God are invited to receive
and become in the gift of the Eucharist. Celebrating this dedication today, may we
remember not only the sacredness of our places of worship but of our own sacredness
as the church, the dwelling place of God.

The Living Liturgy

CHURCH GROUNDS
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Sat: 6am - 10pm;
Sun: 6am -6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays:
7am-"1pm.

MASS (ENGLISH)
Mon - Fri:
6.30am & 7.30pm
Sat:
6.30am & 4.30pm (Sunset)
Sun:
7.30am, 9.30am,
11.30am, 4.30pm
Public Holidays on weekdays:
8am (no evening Mass)

4 CR#K
BN H—Fa B ZAZHA
(£ B 7R$0)
T4-1.30pm (X% W)

TAMIL MASS
Every 4th Sun of the month: 2pm

SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon - Fri: 9am to 6pm
2nd & last Sun of the month:
9amto 12pm
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

PASTORAL OFFICE
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri & Sat:
9am to 6pm
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg

CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tues & Wed: 9am - 2pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm, 2pm -5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tues —Fri:
9am-11.30am; 1pm -4pm
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS &
MASS INTENTIONS
On the last Sunday of the month
Prayers at the columbarium
after the 11.30am Mass

CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass

CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church

INFANT BAPTISM
2nd Sun of even months at 1.30pm
Applications close 2 weeks before
each Infant Baptism Mass.

COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for face-to-face
session in St Anne's Church every
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
Tel: 66318963
(Mon —Fri: 12pm - 4pm)
https://pbc.familylife.sg/

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE
Sat: 4pm -6pm
Sun: 8am-1pm

1st Reading: Exodus 47:1-2,8-9,12 / Psalm: 45:2-3,5-6,8-9 / 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:9-11,16-17 / Gospel: John 2:13-22




