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All Saints’ Day: Day of Obligation

All Saints' Day Sunset Mass (Friday 31 October 2025)
English Mass: 7.30pm

All Saints' Day Masses (Saturday 1 November 2025)
English Mass: 6.30am, 4.30pm

All Souls' Day Masses (Sunday 2 November 2025)
English Mass: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am, 4.30pm
Mandarin Mass: 1.30pm

The Blessing of Niches in the Parish Columbarium will take place after the Sunday 4.30pm Mass.

As All Saints’ Day and Sundays are holy days of obligation, Catholics have to attend 2 separate Masses; one for All
Saints’ Day and one for Sunday.

All Souls’ Day & Requiem Masses in November 2025

St Anne’s Church will be celebrating Memorial Masses for the Dead every Thursday in the month of November for
our parishioners to pray for the departed souls: 6 Nov, 13 Nov, 20 Nov, 27 Nov

In conjunction with All Souls’ Day, a Book of Remembrance will be opened and placed near --.-.1
'r'.-
the altar, where prayer requests for the faithful departed will be enrolled. St Anne’s Church -:ﬁ

.l"' |'||I'I
invites parishioners and non-parishioners to pray for their departed loved ones by submitting F: '+- "'""":'n'!n
prayer requests which will be collated and enrolled in the Book of Remembrance. These prayer E-. i
requests will be prayed and offered for your loved ones during the month of November, when

we traditionally pray for the faithful departed. You may submit by scanning the QR code.

Holy Hour
We will be having our monthly parish Holy Hour on 6 November 2025 at 8.15pm in the Main Church

Hall. All are invited, and all ministry members are called to come together to pray as a body.

ACTS - Request for Donation of Children’s Toothbrushes & Toothpaste

ACTS, A Call To Share Singapore, will be running 7 missions to Cambodia and the Philippines towards the end of this
year. As part of their on-going dental health care initiatives, ACTS gives a toothbrush and toothpaste to each child

that they meet in the schools where they run programmes.

Donations can be left in the collection box at the Parish Office from 18 Oct to 9 Nov. :
*No hotel/airplane toothbrushes & toothpaste AG"I"S

For more information, visit the ACTS website at www.acts-singapore.com

Please note that St Anne’s Church is not associated with http://stanneonline.org/.




THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

The Lord is our judge. The one thing we know for certain about his judgement is
that it favours the humble, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

Reflecting on the Gospel

Jesus sometimes uses parables, like the one in today’s gospel, to
help his listeners identify and change behaviour in themselves
thatis harmful.

Two characters, a Pharisee and a tax collector, go up to the
temple to pray. Jesus’s original audience would have instinctively

compared them, thinking the first to be admirable and the latter
despicable. Pharisees were known for their piety. This one fasts
and tithes above and beyond what is required. Surely these actions indicate that he
is righteous, that is, in right relation with God, other human beings, and the whole of
creation. The Pharisee’s prayer, however, indicates otherwise. The entire prayer
directs attention to himself and his accomplishments: “ | thank you... | am not like...
| fast... | pay.” He thanks God, not for the gifts he has been given, but for not being
like all the rest of humanity, which he sees as rapacious, unjust, and adulterous. His
comparisons make haughty and disconnected from others. Moreover, he appears to
have no need of God. If he were to direct his gaze at God, he might see how poorly he
embodies divine compassion and connectedness to all other beings.

The tax collector, in contrast, beats his breast and prays simply, “O God, be merciful
to me a sinner.” Focusing on God, he prays for openness to divine mercy, which has
the power to transform his sinfulness.

It is likely that he finds himself in this degraded position of collecting taxes because
there are no alternatives. One would only stoop to such a job when no other work
could be found. Tax collectors were low-level functionaries with no bargaining
power. If they extorted money beyond what was their due, it was out of desperation,
to keep starvation at bay. Should the tax collector try to repent, there would be no
way to repay the many passersby from whom he exacted extra money, so as he prays
he offers no vow to make restitution. All he can hope for is God’s merciful
forgiveness.

The end of the parable is startling: it is the tax collector who is in right relation.
He has sinned, but he knows and acknowledges it. He is acutely aware of his utter
dependence on God. He does not compare himself to others but seeks
connectedness to them, through their common bond of reliance on God’s mercy.

The parable seems to invite comparison of the two characters, and we are wont to
side with the tax collector. In the very act of making comparisons that reflect
unfavourably on the Pharisee, however, we may find ourselves caught up in the very
judgemental thinking we despise him. In truth, there is something of the Pharisee in
us, as we so easily make comparisons, exalting ourselves by humiliating others.
There is also something of the tax collector in us, who humbly recognises his own
weaknesses while opening himself to the Source of all mercy. The parable invites us
to leave aside all comparisons and to seek oneness with the incomparably Merciful
One. From this stance comes right relation with all.

The Living Liturgy

CHURCH GROUNDS
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Sat: 6am - 10pm;
Sun: 6am -6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays:
7am-"1pm.

MASS (ENGLISH)
Mon - Fri:
6.30am & 7.30pm
Sat:
6.30am & 4.30pm (Sunset)
Sun:
7.30am, 9.30am,
11.30am, 4.30pm
Public Holidays on weekdays:
8am (no evening Mass)
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TAMIL MASS
Every 4th Sun of the month: 2pm

SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon - Fri: 9am to 6pm
2nd & last Sun of the month:
9amto 12pm
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

PASTORAL OFFICE
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri & Sat:
9am to 6pm
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg

CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tues & Wed: 9am - 2pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm, 2pm -5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tues —Fri:
9am-11.30am; 1pm -4pm
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS &
MASS INTENTIONS
On the last Sunday of the month
Prayers at the columbarium
after the 11.30am Mass

CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass

CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church

INFANT BAPTISM
2nd Sun of even months at 1.30pm
Applications close 2 weeks before
each Infant Baptism Mass.

COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for face-to-face
session in St Anne's Church every
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
Tel: 66318963
(Mon —Fri: 12pm - 4pm)
https://pbc.familylife.sg/

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE
Sat: 4pm -6pm
Sun: 8am-1pm

1st Reading: Ecclesiasticus 35:15-17,20-22 / Psalm: 3:2-3,17-19,23 / 2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 / Gospel: Luke 18:9-14




