STANNE’S CHURCH @ stannechurchsg

66 Sengkang East Way, S(548593) Tel: 6386 5072
¢ \/@( b Website: https://stanne.catholic.sg ﬁ StAnne’s Church
suvs=  Donations: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 0 stannesg
Parish Priest: Fr Jovita Ho jovitaho@catholic.org.sg/Ext 610
Associate Priest: Fr Simon Ho simon.ho@catholic.org.sg/Ext 612
Associate Priest: Fr Majo Marottikkal majo.marottikkal@catholic.org.sg/Ext 611
6 & 7 Sept 2025 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

Parish Emergency Preparedness Taskforce (PEPT)

The parish is looking for many volunteers to step forward to join the following safety and EI 1:; E..
security teams for every weekend Mass: E_‘E -I'rh-"
1. Fire Safety - Church Emergency Response Team (CERT)
2. Security-TOPSIS 2.0 Tier 2 Team

3. Medical - Medical First Responder Team

Parishioners who are already trained in the above, or those who are interested to be trained, are invited to join

us to respond to any incident or emergency that may arise.

The safety and security of our parish is a shared responsibility. We need everyone’s active involvement to
protect the precious lives of our family and loved ones when they come to worship at St Anne’s Church.
Let us work closely together to look after the sacred Body of Christ.

To volunteer, please submit your details via the QR code. More information about each team is available there.

St Anne’s Family Church Tour — From Sacristy to Sanctuary: A Journey Through the
Heart of Our Church

From the quiet preparations in the sacristy to the awe of standing before the altar, this guided tour will help

the little ones to see the church as the home where Jesus welcomes us. Meet the saints, admire sacred
vessels and vestments, and learn how every detail points us to God’s love. Come and see where

heaven touches earth together with other young families who want to journey together in faith.

Age Group: 3-7 years old

Date: 27 September 2025, Saturday

Meeting Point: Kindergarten Hall @ St Anne’s Parish Centre, 8.45am
Tour Timing: 9am -10.30am

For all enquiries, please email Audrey at sac.pastoral.family@catholic.org.sg

For registration, you may go to https://tinyurl.com/SACchurchtour or scan the QR code.

ACMI: Migrants, Missionaries of Hope

St Anne's Church will be hosting this year's ACMI Migrant Mass on 21 September. The final session based on
the Catholic Social Teaching by Fr Jerome Leon (SJ) will be on 10 September 2025, Wednesday from 8.15pm to
10pm. It will be on a walk-in basis, and no registration is required. All are invited!

Divine Mercy Devotion

There will be Divine Mercy devotion on 13 September 2025, Saturday at 3pm in the Main Church Hall.

Please note that St Anne’s Church is not associated with http://stanneonline.org/.




CHRIST WHO GAVE UP EVERYTHING FOR OUR SAKE
We celebrate the self-sacrificing love of Christ, the unfathomable wisdom of God,
who was prepared to give up everything out of love for man.
In the same spirit St Paul was prepared to send back to Philemon the dear friend of
his captivity, Onesimus, a part of his own self.

Reflecting on the Gospel
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Many who have undertaken a path of doing great things for
God, by founding a new ministry or working toward a difficult
goal, for example, have realised that it is one thing to set out
on a path and another to sustain a commitment for the long
haul. Such a scene confronts us in today’s gospel.

Great crowds who were being healed and fed by Jesus were
following him as he travelled. He addresses them in very sober
terms about what it takes to stay with him for the whole way.
He speaks about calculating the cost, not to dissuade any
potential disciples, but rather to be sure that they are aware of
what commitment to him demands, lest they be caught unaware. He names three of the
greatest stumbling blocks: attachment to family, to possessions, and to life itself.
None of these in themselves are wrong, but for disciples these attachments cannot take
priority over attachment to Jesus.

The saying about hating one’s own family members is jolting to our ears, as it was to
Jesus’s first followers. In Jesus’s time, people did not conceive of themselves as
individuals but derived their identity and social standing from their family, clan, village,
and religious group. It would be unimaginable to cut oneself off from family; this would
be tantamount to losing life itself.

Looking at other passages in the Gospel of Luke, we see that Jesus himself does not
renounce his family. Unlike Mark (3:30-34), Luke (8:21) leaves open the possibility that
Jesus’s blood kin can also be disciples. In fact, Luke portrays Jesus’s mother as one who
faithfully hears the word of God and obeys; and in the story of Pentecost (Acts 1:14),
Luke notes that Jesus’s mother and siblings are among the disciples in the Upper Room.
What Jesus asks, however, is that a disciple be willing to embrace as kin others who are
not related by blood. Disciples must act as brother and sister toward those who are
different, whether by physical ability or any other status marker. For some disciples, this
new family will cause tension and even rupture in one’s biological family. A disciple
needs to be forewarned of this difficulty and be prepared to confront it. We see a
concrete example in the second reading, in which Paul implores Philemon, the slave
owner, to accept the slave Onesimus as a brother and an equal.

There is a curious twist in the gospel, as the parables Jesus tells would seem to advise
building up one’s resources in order to accomplish one’s ends. The final verse takes us in
exactly the opposite direction — calculating the cost of discipleship leads one to total
divestment! In addition, we might note that although Luke envisions only male disciples
in 14:26, elsewhere he clearly depicts women disciples (e.g. Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Susanna, and the Galilean women in Luke 8:1-3, 23:44-56, and 24:1-12; Tabitha in Acts
9:36; Lydia in Acts 16; and Prisca in Acts 18), whose attachment to Jesus superseded
love of family, possessions, and life itself.

The Living Liturgy

CHURCH GROUNDS
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Sat: 6am - 10pm;
Sun: 6am -6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays:
7am-"1pm.

MASS (ENGLISH)
Mon - Fri:
6.30am & 7.30pm
Sat:
6.30am & 4.30pm (Sunset)
Sun:
7.30am, 9.30am,
11.30am, 4.30pm
Public Holidays on weekdays:
8am (no evening Mass)
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TAMIL MASS
Every 4th Sun of the month: 2pm

SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon - Fri: 9am to 6pm
2nd & last Sun of the month:
9amto 12pm
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

PASTORAL OFFICE
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri & Sat:
9am to 6pm
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg

CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tues & Wed: 9am - 2pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm, 2pm -5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tues —Fri:
9am-11.30am; 1pm -4pm
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS &
MASS INTENTIONS
On the last Sunday of the month
Prayers at the columbarium
after the 11.30am Mass

CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass

CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church

INFANT BAPTISM
2nd Sun of even months at 1.30pm
Applications close 2 weeks before
each Infant Baptism Mass.

COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for face-to-face
session in St Anne's Church every
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
Tel: 66318963
(Mon —Fri: 12pm - 4pm)
https://pbc.familylife.sg/

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE
Sat: 4pm -6pm
Sun: 8am -1pm

1st Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 / Psalm: 89:3-6,12-14,17 / 2nd Reading: Philemon 9-10,12-17 / Gospel: Luke 14:25-33




