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13 & 14 Sept 2025 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross Year C

ACMI: Migrants, Missionaries of Hope Mass
In collaboration with the Jubilee of Migrants, ACMI will be celebrating the 111th World Day of Migrants and

Refugees at St Anne’s Church.

This theme this year is “Migrants, Missionaries of Hope” reflects Pope Leo message on the deep connection
between hope, migration and mission. There will also be a Cultural Food Festival in the parish canteen, where
migrant communities and collaborators will share their cultures through food, crafts and music.

Date: 21 September 2025, Sunday
Cultural Food Festival: 10.30am - 3pm

Mass: 4pm (Mass will move from 4.30pm to 4pm)
Celebrant: His Eminence William Cardinal Goh

Parish Emergency Preparedness Taskforce (PEPT)

The parish is looking for many volunteers to step forward to join the following safety and
security teams for every weekend Mass:

1. Fire Safety - Church Emergency Response Team (CERT)

2. Security-TOPSIS 2.0 Tier 2 Team

3. Medical - Medical First Responder Team

Parishioners who are already trained in the above, or those who are interested to be
trained, are invited to join us to respond to any incident or emergency that may arise.

To volunteer, please submit your details via the QR code. More information about each team is available there.

St Anne’s Family Church Tour — From Sacristy to Sanctuary: A Journey Through the
Heart of Our Church

From the quiet preparations in the sacristy to the awe of standing before the altar, this guided tour will help

the little ones to see the church as the home where Jesus welcomes us. Meet the saints, admire sacred

vessels and vestments, and learn how every detail points us to God’s love.

Age Group: 3-7 years old
Date: 27 September 2025, Saturday
Meeting Point: Kindergarten Hall @ St Anne’s Parish Centre, 8.45am

Tour Timing: 9am - 10.30am

For all enquiries, please email Audrey at sac.pastoral.family@catholic.org.sg

For registration, you may go to https://tinyurl.com/SACchurchtour or scan the QR code.

Please note that St Anne’s Church is not associated with http://stanneonline.org/.




CHRIST WHO WELCOMES SINNERS

The Christ we celebrate in this Mass is the second Moses who interceded for
sinners, who came into the world to save them, and who loves them and
welcomes them.

Reflecting on the Gospel

Today’s gospel reading is taken from Jesus’s dialogue with
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Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin
who was interested in Jesus’s teaching. In the middle of
this dialogue, Jesus says that the Son of Man must be
“lifted up” like the serpent in the desert, referring to his
own forthcoming crucifixion.

On this feast, we rejoice in the cross of Jesus, but it
should at least give us a momentary pause to be
celebrating a Roman torture device. In the centuries since
Jesus lived, died, and rose, the cross has become almost

entirely sanitised in Western culture. In some quarters the
cross is as much a brand as anything else on the clothes
we wear, the cars we drive, or the technology we keep in our pockets. Our society loves
to “lift things up”: wealth, status, power, and so on. In this context, the cross becomes
yet another aesthetic symbol, and we become mere “influencers”. We forget the gravity
of the matter enough to see a crucifix and glance away, thinking to ourselves, “Oh, that’s
nice, maybe I’'ll order a cross necklace on Amazon.” In truth, what Jesus says must be
“lifted up” is instead most ugly, most unseemly, most homely. It is not a golden calf, nor
an army’s standard, nor a brand logo, but the bloodied and broken God-man, fastened to
a piece of wood.

But that’s exactly as Jesus desires. Paul writes in his Letter to the Philippians that Jesus
“did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. / Rather, he emptied
himself, / taking the form of a slave.” The last indeed shall be first, beginning with God
himself. As he is “lifted up” on the cross, Jesus’s descent to our own human condition
reveals everything that it is to be God for us: the totality of self-emptying love, broken and
shared. In the Saint John’s Bible depiction of the crucifixion scene, both cross and Christ
are pure gold, the total revelation of God’s very self, shown against a cosmic background
— this is an event that resounds through all time and space. By the love of Christ
outpoured, the atrocity of the crucifixion becomes something profoundly beautiful.
The cross is no longer simply an instrument of death, but has become the means by
which we are given abundant life.

In this courageous act of love, we find reason for hope and a decisive direction for our
own life. We have no reason to fear either life or death, as God’s redeeming love is
enough for us. As was the case with the serpent in the desert, and redemption in gazing
upon the cross. However, in turning to the cross, we also must recognise Jesus’s destiny
as our own. We, too, must be “lifted up” with Christ, born from above in baptism and
thus united with him in his death and resurrection. If we love as Christ loves, we will not
escape our own crosses. In celebrating the Holy Cross, we praise Jesus for his saving
love, but we also must heed his call: “deny [your]self and take up [your] cross daily and
follow me” (Luke 9:23).

The Living Liturgy

CHURCH GROUNDS
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Sat: 6am - 10pm;
Sun: 6am -6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays:
7am-"1pm.

MASS (ENGLISH)
Mon - Fri:
6.30am & 7.30pm
Sat:
6.30am & 4.30pm (Sunset)
Sun:
7.30am, 9.30am,
11.30am, 4.30pm
Public Holidays on weekdays:
8am (no evening Mass)
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TAMIL MASS
Every 4th Sun of the month: 2pm

SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon - Fri: 9am to 6pm
2nd & last Sun of the month:
9amto 12pm
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

PASTORAL OFFICE
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri & Sat:
9am to 6pm
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg

CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tues & Wed: 9am - 2pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm, 2pm -5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tues —Fri:
9am-11.30am; 1pm -4pm
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS &
MASS INTENTIONS
On the last Sunday of the month
Prayers at the columbarium
after the 11.30am Mass

CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass

CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church

INFANT BAPTISM
2nd Sun of even months at 1.30pm
Applications close 2 weeks before
each Infant Baptism Mass.

COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for face-to-face
session in St Anne's Church every
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
Tel: 66318963
(Mon —Fri: 12pm - 4pm)
https://pbc.familylife.sg/

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE
Sat: 4pm -6pm
Sun: 8am -1pm

1st Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 / Psalm: 77:1-2,34-38 / 2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 / Gospel: John 3:13-17




