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JESUS OUR FRIEND 
The mystery of today’s celebration is Christ among us as our friend. We welcome 
him as Abraham welcomed the Lord at Mamre, and Martha and Mary welcomed 

Christ at Bethany.  

Reflecting on the Gospel 

Martha always gets a bad rep. In traditional interpretations 
of her story, she is said to be too preoccupied or anxious 
about the details of hospitality to attend well to her guest. 
Her sister, by contrast, sits in rapt attention at Jesus’s feet, 
drinking in his every word. When Jesus declares that it is 
Mary who has “chosen the better part”, the message we are 
supposed to take away, according to many commentators, 
is that contemplation rather than active service is the 
harder but better choice and that no one can minister 
without first sitting and learning at Jesus’s feet. 

Recently New Testament scholars have proposed that Luke’s concern in telling this 
story may be diƯerent from that. They have noticed that what concerns Martha is 
much diakonia, and her distress is over her sister leaving her to carry it out alone. 
Both the noun diakonia and the verb diakonein occur in verse 40. 

Elsewhere in the New Testament, these terms refer primarily to ministerial service, 
as in Jesus’s declaration of his mission “to serve”, not to “be served” (Mark 10:45; 
Luke 22:27). In New Testament times, diakonia covered a wide range of ministries. In 
the case of Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and the other Galilean women who 
“provided for” Jesus and the itinerant preachers “out of their resources”, diakonein 
refers to financial ministry (the Greek word hyperchonton connotes monetary 
resources; Luke 8:3). This is the same nuance diakonia has in Acts 11:29 and 12:25 
regarding Paul’s collection for Jerusalem. In Acts 6:2 diakonein  refers to table 
ministry, while in Acts 6:4 diakonia connotes ministry of the word. In Acts 1:25 
diakonia is apostolic ministry. One individual in the New Testament is named a 
diakonos, Phoebe, “deacon of the church at Cenchreae” (Rom 16:1, NSRV). 

Scholars are now thinking that the incident in today’s gospel is not about preparing a 
meal; instead, Martha voices how burdened her heart is over the conflicts 
surrounding women’s exercise of their ministries in the early church. Some people 
people were greatly in favour of women evangelisers and teachers like Prisca (Acts 
18:26), Euodia and Syntyche (Phil 4:3); women prophets like Philip’s four daughters 
(Acts 21:9); and women heads of house churches, like Nympha (Col 4:15), Mary 
(Acts 12:12), Lydia (Acts 16:40), and Prisca (Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 14:34-35; 
1 Tim 2:11-12). Luke takes the latter position, giving it validity by placing approval of 
the silent Mary on Jesus’s lips. 

There was never any question in the early church about women becoming disciples. 
Both Martha and Mary welcomed Jesus and the word he spoke (vv. 38-39). The 
controversy swirled around what women would do with what they learned while 
sitting at Jesus’s feet. The answer Luke gave was quite understandable for his time. 
Today’s gospel invites us to reflect on what answer Jesus might give today to the 
question of a woman’s place in the ministries of the church as they have now 
evolved.        

The Living Liturgy 

1st Reading: Genesis 18:1-10 / Psalm: 14:2-5 / 2nd Reading: Colossians 1:24-28 / Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

CHURCH GROUNDS  
OPENING HOURS 

Mon – Sat: 6am – 10pm;  
Sun: 6am – 6pm;  

Public Holidays on Weekdays:  
7am – 1pm. 

MASS (ENGLISH) 
Mon – Fri:  

6.30am & 7.30pm 
Sat:  

6.30am & 4.30pm (Sunset) 
Sun: 

7.30am, 9.30am,  
11.30am, 4.30pm 

Public Holidays on weekdays: 
8am (no evening Mass) 

华文弥撒 
每个月第一和第三个星期日 

(主日弥撒) 
下午1.30pm(圣堂内)  

TAMIL MASS 
Every 4th Sun of the month: 2pm 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon – Fri: 9am to 6pm 

2nd & last Sun of the month:  
9am to 12pm 

sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri & Sat: 

9am to 6pm 
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH  

sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tues & Wed: 9am – 2pm 

Sat: 9am – 1pm, 2pm – 5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tues – Fri:  
9am – 11.30am; 1pm – 4pm  

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS & 
MASS INTENTIONS 

On the last Sunday of the month 
Prayers at the columbarium 

after the 11.30am Mass 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Thursday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months at 1.30pm  
Applications close 2 weeks before 

each Infant Baptism Mass.  

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for face-to-face  
session in St Anne's Church every 

Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963  
(Mon – Fri: 12pm – 4pm) 

https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE  
Sat: 4pm – 6pm 
Sun: 8am – 1pm  




