ST ANNE’S CHURCH 66 Sengkang East Way Singapore 548593.  Tel 6386 5072 Fax 6386 5202

Website: https://stanne.catholic.sg Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg

Telegram: https://t.me/stannesg Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church

Mass Schedules: https.//mycatholic.sg/ Donations: PayNow UEN No.TO8CC4037D

PARISH PRIEST: Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610

ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612  Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611

+ MASSES (in English) +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm
+Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)

+ B AR SRS =AEMH (EHREC ) N1 30pm (ZEA) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm
+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007 Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg
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Srurch oaTe 1 oRONS | 114 o 5tk January 2025 The Epiphany of the Lord Year C
Mon-Sat; 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm; [
Public Holid Weekdays: Gat . .
open at 7am & wilbe dosetat 'om. || Lhe Search @ SAC 2025 Registration

ADORATION ROOM Our friends at the Augustine Institute have created an award-winning video-based series

e ot et oo™ [| called The Search that explores fundamental questions about God, Faith & Church.
Sundays 7am -1pm We are bringing it to our parish again for all our spiritual benefit and growth.
%"é;egé’T”A'Ei‘?ggg:’é‘E’ The Search is not meant just to be watched and it's certainly not meant
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm to be watched alone. That's why we are forming small groups to watch, E . E

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: | discuss and to truly benefit from this program.
T e ™" | Dates: 4th Feb to 18th Mar 2025 Online (Zoom) every Tuesday @ 8pm.
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg Register: https://tinyurl.com/thesearchrcia2025 / scan QR code.

PASTORAL OFFICE Email: sac.rcia@catholic.org.sg
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri & Sat: 9am to 6pm
e o e ™ | The Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults - RCIA (English) 2025-2026

CATECHETICAL OFFICE Regqgistration
Tuga?agrgn%ﬂn;mvﬁegp%a?pﬂ)m Registration for the next RCIA journey in English (for baptism at Easter 2026) is now

Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 open. RCIA begins with The Search @ SAC (see above) from 4th February to

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg . . .
COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 18th March 2025 and will then continue on 25th March 2025 (Tuesday) at 8pm in

Mon: 2pm to 4pm, St Joachim’s Hall (4th level). Thereafter, it is on every Tuesday at the same time and at

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH the same place.

Tel: 63863792 You may download the registration form from our church website at https://
sac.columbarium@catholicorg.sg - | stanne.catholic.sg/parish-group-ministries/rcia/ or obtain physical copies of the form
COLUMBARIUM VISITS placed at the sides of the church. Please submit the completed registration form at the

-Sat: 7am-10pm; ; : . . '
Sun:Nfls(;r:n-esa;m7;aPT—l:1 ?é’m.mm Parish Secretariat Office or email to sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg by 21st January 2025.

counlllnf\%g%uTng ﬁﬁé‘{é’*sa‘ Alternatively, you may complete the same online form above or scan the QR code.
On the Last Sunday of the month Open to non-Catholics, baptised Christians and newly baptised Catholics.

- Mass for all souls will be offered at | Invite your non-Catholic friends to come!
the 11.30am Mass .
- Prayers at the columbarium after the
11.30am Mass.
By Ministry of Consolation (MOC)

The Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults - RCIA (English) 2025-2026

CHILDREN LITURGY Sponsors
Evefygg:"a::sgs-fgil“; Mass Calling for Sponsors for the upcoming RCIA journey in English! The next run of RCIA

will begin in February 2025 and the sessions will be on every Tuesday evening at 8pm.
If you are interested in becoming a Sponsor for this upcoming RCIA journey, please
email Brandon (sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg) or Peter (cephas.john1@gmail.com) with
your contact details, and they will reach out to you.

20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church
HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church
ROSARY
- Daily on weekdays at 7pm.

- In May & October, the Rosary will be | St Anne’s Parish Centre - Lift Upgrading and Refurbishment

prayed 30mins before every Mass . : - . -
except on public holidays. Upgrading and refurbishment of the lift at St Anne's Parish Centre has commenced and

On public holidays, the Rosary will be | will be completed by end January 2025. During this period, the lift will be out of service

prayed after Mass instead and all will be required to use the staircases.
INFANT BAPTISM
- 2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm - -
- Compulsory prep session on the - || Grandma’s Kitchen (Canteen) re-opens this Sunday, 5th January 2025. |
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm
COUNSELLING

by Catholic Family Life Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2025

Available for Face-to-Face " : > > . .
session in St Anne's Church every | Organised by the Archdiocesan Catholic Council for Ecumenical Dialogue (ACCED) and

Tues at7.30pm & 845pmorvia | St Joseph’s Church (Victoria Street), there will be just one prayer service to bring

T s 5ona tron e onebe ) [together Christians from all over Singapore to unite with one mind and one heart in

https://pbc.familylife.sg/ prayer and reflection on:-
Bogalf fﬁIET nf.ligmlgs n?EN;RE Theme: Do You Believe? (John 11:26)
Contact Siephen 90880575 | Date @ Tuesday, 21st January 2025 Time: 8pm

EI\gMAglUEL1L1IB3I§ARY Venue : St Joseph’s Church (Victoria Street) 143 Victoria Street S (188020)
un vam - 11:9Uam




THE REVELATION OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD

We join all the people of the world in worshipping the infant King of the Jews.

Reflecting on the Gospel

A favourite game of children of all ages is hide-and-seek. There is a certain thrill in thinking
that one can become momentarily invisible to the seeker. Then come the peals of delight and
surprise when the hiding place is discovered and once again one’s whereabouts are clearly
known. Today’s feast centers on the hiddenness of God’s plan having been revealed to all,
without discrimination. For Jew and Gentile alike, God’s love bursts forth like a light that
pierces the darkness, like a child’s squeals of delight when found. There is no hiding from this wondrous gift as it
reaches to the ends of the earth.

There is a tradition in Latin America and in Hispanic communities in the United States that on El Dia de los
Reyes, “the Day of the Kings”, a small plastic baby Jesus is hidden in a cake baked specially for the feast day.
The figurine is nestled within the dough, signifying the efforts to hide the child Jesus from the evil intentions of
King Herod. As the cake is cut, the slicing knife represents the danger posed to the infant Jesus by the cruel
king.

In some places the tradition is that whoever gets the piece of cake with the figurine is obliged to host the next
family gathering on February 2, the feast of the Presentation. In other places, the one who finds the baby Jesus
in his or her portion receives an array of gifts from those present. These traditions make tangible both the danger
inherent in the revelation of the Christ and the excitement of the hidden designs of God become manifest.

In the gospel, the danger is most palpable as the exotic visitors from the East wisely discern the true king who
has been revealed, in contrast to Rome’s puppet king, who wants to engage in a sinister version of hide-and-
seek. Herod tries to get the magi to “search diligently for the child” and then bring Herod word when they find
him. But the plan is foiled when a divine warning in a dream directs the magi to return to their country by another
way.

These visitors from an unknown land also cause us to reflect on the gifts that come to us in hidden ways from
those we regard as strangers. Their odd dress, different colored skin, and unintelligible tongue immediately put
us on guard. Those who are different are often a source of fear for us, but in today’s gospel, they are friends,
coheirs to the promise, and the first to recognize the hidden plans of God. In the gospel narrative, these
extraordinary visitors appear only briefly. Would we welcome such strangers who reveal the hidden Holy One in
our midst if they were to stay?

Preparing to Proclaim
Key words and phrases: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?”

To the point. The magi rely on an interesting mix of information to find Jesus. Their study of astronomy reveals to
them that a new star has risen, and they are able to follow that star as far as Jerusalem. Jesus is not there,
though, and they are rendered dependent on the expertise of others and the sacred texts of a foreign land. This
points them to Bethlehem, where Herod assumes they will still need to “search diligently” in order to find the one
they seek. But the star again takes over, leading them more precisely to the very house where Jesus is staying
with his mother. Our paths to God are also often convoluted. We may perceive clear guidance for a time, then
run into a dead end. We may be dependent on others to hear God’s voice,. But we can be assured that God
desires us to know Christ more fully and is thus always with us and guiding us ever onward in our journey.

Making Connections

Between the readings: The magi’s journey to Jerusalem is the first hint of fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Nations
have yet to stream to Jerusalem with all their riches, but here is a start: three foreign scholars with treasures to
offer. The second reading comes to the conclusion God asks of us: the Gentiles—all nations, together—are
coheirs of Christ’'s promise. Jesus has come from God’s chosen nation, but he has come for all.

To experience: The arrival of the magi in Jerusalem might remind us that God can work through people we did
not expect. No one in Jerusalem would have expected that these foreigners would have known about the
Savior's birth before them, yet here they are, alarming Herod with their sudden announcement. We might be
tempted to write off God’s presence when it comes from unexpected people, but the unexpected is very often
how God chooses to work. The Living Liturgy

1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 / Psalm: 71 / 2nd Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 / Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12




