ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Website: https://stanne.catholic.sg
Telegram: https://t.me/stannesg
Mass Schedules: https.//mycatholic.sg/ Donations: PayNow UEN No.TO8CC4037D
Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612
+ MASSES (in English) +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm

PARISH PRIEST:

66 Sengkang East Way Singapore 548593. Tel 6386 5072 Fax 6386 5202

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church

1} ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611
+Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm

+Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)
+ B AR SRS =AEMH (EHREC ) N1 30pm (ZEA) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007 Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES

21st &7 22nd December 2024 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mon-Sat; 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates
will be closed at 1pm
ADORATION ROOM
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;
Public Holidays on Weekdays excl.
Sundays 7am -1pm
Closed on Easter Triduum
SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm
Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month:
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other
Sundays, Sat & PH)
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass 2024

Christmas Eve (Tuesday 24th December)

Weekday 6.30am Mass as usual

Vigil Mass: 4pm (Mandarin) and 6pm (English)

Mass at Night: 9pm (English) and 11.30pm (Carolling followed by Mass in English)

Christmas Day (Wednesday 25th December)
8am (English) and 10.30am (English)

Fr Jovita, Fr Simon, Fr Majo, Fr Terence, Br Kevin, Br Bernard and all Parish Staff wish all
parishioners a Blessed and Holy Christmas filled with HOPE, LOVE, JOY AND PEACE!!

PASTORAL OFFICE
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri & Sat: 9am to 6pm
Closed on Wed, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg
CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm
Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg
COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm,
Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm

The Search @ SAC 2025 Registration
Our friends at the Augustine Institute have created an award-winning video-based series called
The Search that explores fundamental questions about God, Faith & Church. We are bringing it
to our parish again for all our spiritual benefit and growth. The Search is not meant

just to be watched and it's certainly not meant to be watched alone. That's why we E E
are forming small groups to watch, discuss and to truly benefit from this program. ¢
Dates: 4th Feb to 18th Mar 2025 Online (Zoom) every Tuesday @ 8pm

Contact Details: sac.rcia@catholic.org.sg

To register: https://tinyurl.com/thesearchrcia2025 or scan QR code

Closed on Sat, Sun & PH
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg
COLUMBARIUM VISITS
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH
COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS &
MASS INTENTIONS
On the Last Sunday of the month
- Mass for all souls will be offered at
the 11.30am Mass .

- Prayers at the columbarium after the
11.30am Mass.

By Ministry of Consolation (MOC)
CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass
CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

The Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults - RCIA (English) 2025-2026
Registration for the next RCIA journey in English (for baptism at Easter 2026) is now open. RCIA
begins with The Search @ SAC (see above) from 4th February to 18th March 2025 and will then
continue on 25th March 2025 (Tuesday) at 8pm in St Joachim’s Hall (4th level). Thereafter, it is
on every Tuesday at the same time and at the same place.

You may download the registration form from our church website at https://stanne.catholic.sg/
parish-group-ministries/rcia/ or obtain physical copies of the form placed at the sides of the
church. Please submit the completed registration form at the Parish Secretariat Office or email to
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg by 21st January 2025. Alternatively, you may complete the same
online form above or scan the QR code.

Open to non-Catholics, baptised Christians and newly baptised Catholics. Invite your non-Catholic
friends to comel!

We are also looking for Sponsors. Please email Brandon (sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg) with your
contact details to indicate your interest.

HOLY HOUR
1st Thursday of the month
8.15pm in Church
ROSARY
- Daily on weekdays at 7pm.
- In May & October, the Rosary will be

St Anne’s Parish Centre - Lift Upgrading and Refurbishment

Upgrading and refurbishment of the lift at St Anne's Parish Centre will commence on

26 December 2024 and completed by end January 2025.

During this period, the lift will be out of service and all will be required to use the staircases.

prayed 30mins before every Mass
except on public holidays.

On public holidays, the Rosary will be
prayed after Mass instead
INFANT BAPTISM
- 2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm
- Compulsory prep session on the

St Anne’s Bursary Award for 2025

Application is now open for parishioners of St Anne’s and affiliates for Primary, Secondary and
Tertiary levels (ITE, Poly or JC). Interested applicants may collect the application form from the
Secretariat Office or General Office and submit completed forms back with supporting documents
by hand by 31 December 2024.

Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm
COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for Face-to-Face
session in St Anne's Church every
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm)
https://pbc.familylife.sg/
BOOK & GIFT SERVICE CENTRE
Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm
Contact Stephen 90880575
EMMANUEL LIBRARY
Sun 9am - 11:30am

Parishioners bringing Holy Communion to Homebound Family
Parishioners who are authorised to bring Holy Communion to homebound family members,
please come to the Secretariat Office during office hours with a passport photo to renew your
card which is expiring on 31 Dec 2024.

Church Matters

1. Closing time for Adoration Room and Church Main Gates for public holidays falling on
weekdays has been revised to 1pm.

Parish Office will operate between 9am and 1pm on Tuesday 24 December and Tuesday 31
December 2024, and will be closed on Christmas Day (25 Dec) and New Year's Day (1 Jan).
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MARY’S CHILD: THE PRINCE OF PEACE

From the least of the clans of Judah, from Mary his lowly handmaid,
God prepared a body for his Christ, who comes fo till the world with
his spirit of peace.

Reflecting on the Gospel

When two people are unsure of themselves, encounters can surely be most
awkward! Suppose a wife and husband have had a disagreement before they go

off to work; coming home in the evening might be awkward until someone takes
" the initiative to smooth things out. Or perhaps an important birthday or
anniversary of a friend has been forgotten and one encounters the friend unexpectedly in the grocery
store; the exchange might be awkward until the social breach has been admitted and repaired. This
Sunday’s gospel features an encounter between two pregnant women. All the ingredients are there for
an awkward encounter; both pregnancies occur under most unusual circumstances. Yet, instead of
awkwardness there is immediate recognition and blessing.

Three days before Christmas, this Sunday is priming us to encounter the Word made flesh. The gospel
alerts us to recognize the mystery of Christ's presence through encounter, and highlights the fitting
response we make to these encounters. Mary does a natural thing when one has good news to
share—she makes a visit to a relative, especially this relative because Elizabeth is pregnant, too. Both
pregnancies are wrapped in mystery. Both pregnancies burst with something new.

Mary went in haste to Elizabeth’s house, entered, and greeted her. Elizabeth recognized and
responded to the mystery taking place. She expressed astonishment, wonder, amazement: “how does
this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” There is encounter. There is
blessing. There is praise. One woman carries the infant who is born to be precursor. The other carries
the infant who is born to the Savior.

It is too easy to dismiss this encounter. We might be astonished at the singularity of these two women:
we might wonder at their holiness and obedience; we might be amazed at their openness to God’s
grace. An even greater astonishment, wonder, amazement, however, is also at work: the Lord himself
comes to us. How do we respond? Mary responded by believing and saying yes to God’s will.
Elizabeth responded by opening herself to be a participant in the mystery of salvation and uttering
praise and blessing when she encountered her Lord. Our response to the mystery of the Word made
flesh must be similar to theirs: believing, saying yes, praising, blessing. This response primes us to
celebrate the mystery of Christmas in all its fullness.

Living the Paschal Mystery

What is Christmas about? Encounter! More than gifts which bring temporary joy, Christmas is about
self-giving which makes possible everlasting joy. What has Advent really been about? We have been
getting ready for our own bodies to be “consecrated” (second reading), like Christ’s. Like Mary, we
must believe so that what God speaks might be fulfilled in us.

By giving do we receive and convey the blessedness we have received in Christ. During these
holidays, with family and friends gathering, there will be many opportunities for encounters and
self-giving. Perhaps it is a matter of taking a few minutes to be present individually to the elderly.
Perhaps it means playing awhile with the little ones. Perhaps it means simply helping to clean up and
do dishes. However the opportunity for self-giving presents itself, it always is an opportunity for
blessing.

The Living Liturgy

1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4 / Psalm: 79 / 2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 / Gospel: Luke 1:39-44




