ST ANNE’S CHURCH 66 Sengkang East Way Singapore 548593.  Tel 6386 5072 Fax 6386 5202

Website: https://stanne.catholic.sg Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg

Telegram: https://t.me/stannesg Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church

Mass Schedules: https://mycatholic.sg/ Donations: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D

PARISH PRIEST: Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610

ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612  Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611

+ MASSES (in English) +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm
+Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)

+ B A HEAE =AEH (EHREC ) N1 30pn (ZEA) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm
+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007 Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg

SR O aRoulDS | 4th o Sth May 2024 6th Sunday of Easter Year B
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;
Public Holidays Oﬁ Weeukdaysr Gaptes THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - DAY OF OBLIGATION ®
Il be closed after the 8.00am Mass v ’
Wi . . y 1
Mass times: Wednesday 8 May 2024 - 8pm (No 7.30pm Mass)
ADORATION ROOM 4
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm; Thursday 9 May 2024 - 6.30am, 6pm and 8pm . \’1
Closed on PH & Easter Triduum M" %W&
3 = Limited parking available, as no parking a oseph’s Convent. We encourage
SECRETARIAT OFFICE Limited parki ilabl king at St Joseph’s C t. W
Open on 2nd & last Sun ofpthe month: you to park at the nearby HDB carparks.
9amto 1130am (Closed on allother | — The side gate through St Joseph’s Convent will be open at the following times to facilitate our
sac S;fgg?ﬁ’gé’;tﬁoﬁmrg s parishioners’ access to and from the public carparks behind the church:
' e *Wednesday 8 May: 7.30pm to 8.00pm and for 30 min after the end of the 8pm Mass
PASTORAL OFFICE
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan *Thursday 9 May: 7.00pm to 8.00pm and for 30 min after the end of the 8pm Mass
Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm

Closed on Mon, Sun & PH
sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg
CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm
Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg
COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg
COLUMBARIUM VISITS
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg
COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS
Prayers on last Sunday of the month

fter 11.30am M
By Minisry of Consolton | Charities Week 2024 (24th February to 5th May) “Walk With Me” S

St Anne's Feast Day 2024

The parish is in need of floral baskets for the coming Feast Day, and we seek your
generosity in donating medium to large baskets.

Please leave them at the canteen area near the library, there will be labeled cartons
for you to drop them into. Thank you.

If you need any clarification, you may contact Philippe @ 89459254.

Catholic Theological Institute of Singapore

Registration is now open for the Second Semester, 2024 for the Certificate in
Theology programme in Catholic Theological Institute of Singapore.

You are invited to join our Info Night Session on May 16, 2024 (Thursday) at 8pm in
St Ignatius Room (Basement), SFX Seminary, 618 Upper Bukit Timah Road,
Singapore 678214

For all your enquiries, visit our website at www.ctis.sg for more information.

CHILDREN LITURGY A gentle reminder to return your Charities Week Envelopes by this Sunday (5th May). SALIEs
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass These envelopes can be dropped into any of the donation boxes in the Church.
CONFESSIONS For walk-in donations to the Caritas Singapore office, please visit us at Caritas Agape Village, 7A Lorong 8
20 mins before English weekend | Toa Payoh, #04-01, S(319264).
Masses in Church For online donations please scan the QR Code or follow the link: https://bit.ly/cw24bul
HOLY HOUR For more information, please contact us at 6801 7400 or visit our website at

1st Thursday of the month

8.15pm in Church www.caritas-singapore.org.

Your contribution will make a difference to the lives of those in need.

ROSARY
Daily on weekdays at 7pm.
In May & October, the Rosary will be . . . L In and Around
prayed 30mins before every Mass | Caritas Singapore Social Mission Conference 2024
except on public holidays. How can we care for both Mother Earth and help those in need?

On public holidays, the Rosary will be

prayed after Mass instead We invite everyone who wants to make a difference and be part of a meaningful movement to join us at the

INFANT BAPTISM Social Mission Conference 2024 on Saturday, 25th May 2024, 9am to 5.30pm at Catholic Junior College.
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm ] Over 30 speakers will share their experiences, reflections, and passion for caring for our planet and the less
Compulsory prep session on the fortunate. This is your opportunity to join a collective effort to create a positive impact on our society.

Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm Register now at www.bit.ly/caritassmc2024.
COUNSELLING
Aby. Catholic Family Life The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) Youth Camp
vailable for Face-to-Face — - .
session in St Anne's Church every [ SSVP invites all youth aged 14 and up to a 4D3N stay in camp! If you have felt the call to do more, to find
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via Christ while serving others, this camp is for you! Registration ends 15 May.
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. Dates 14-17 Jun 2024 Venue St Francis Xavier Retreat Centre, 199 Punggol 17th Ave Fees $50/youth

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) W Register bit.ly/ssvpyouthcamp2024 For inquiries, email youthexco@ssvpsingapore.org
https://pbc.familylife.sg/

BOOK %SLF.I.TR?EERWCE Cenacle Programme — Quieting The Soul@ChiangMai, Thailand (silent retreat )
Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm Spend 8 or 5 days of quiet prayer and solitude with God in a sanctuary of peace in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
Contact Stephen 90880575 A Spiritual Director will accompany you as you journey into your own heart and into the heart of God.
EMMANUEL LIBRARY This quality time with God will be spent in “listening” to God’s voice — through His words, movements in your

Sun 9am - 11:30am heart, the wonders of nature, and in the silence. For enquiries, email cenaclesingapore@gmail.com




THE SPIRIT OF GOD’S LOVE

We celebrate the coming of the Spirit of God’s love on the Church. And
because God does not have favourites, the Spirit is communicated
through the Church fo the whole world.

Reflecting on the Gospel

Today'’s readings speak of how God befriends humanity and shows no partiality.

In the verses previous to today’s reading from Acts, Peter struggles with this new insight.
Three times God speaks to him in a vision, so that he is able to say to Cornelius, “In truth, |
see that God shows no partiality”. Even as Peter is speaking and still trying to grasp the
implications of this, the Holy Spirit preempts any further attempts at explanation, and in the
divine erratic, inexplicable way, falls upon all without distinction. As Peter rightly asserts,
those who consider themselves already to be God’s best friends must not put obstacles in the way of others upon whom
the Spirit falls. Like a parent who loves each child differently yet equally, so is the divine embrace.

John’s Gospel uses the term disciple more than seventy times to refer to all the women and men who believed in and
followed Jesus. John includes no scene of choosing or sending the Twelve, nor do the Twelve figure in any prominent
way in the narrative. They are mentioned only in passing at 6:67, 70; 20:24.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of having chosen and befriended all who have remained with him. The offer of
friendship to disciples is part of a chain of love that begins with the Father, whose love is poured out in the self-gift that is
Jesus, who offers friendship to all. Jesus then tells his friends how to keep that chain unbroken: pay the love forward to
others, befriending them in the way that he has done for them. He speaks of this as a “commandment”’, which seems an
odd term in this context. How can one be commanded to “love” another person? In biblical parlance, “love” signifies not
so much the feelings one has toward another. Rather, it designates deeds of loving kindness toward another that
communicate to that one that they are part of the community of chosen friends of God and Jesus. We are commanded
to act this way toward others, no matter how we might feel about them and whether or not they reciprocate the love
offered.

Jesus demonstrated what such love entails when he washed the feet of all “his own” (13:1), the many beloved friends
gathered for their final meal with him. He did not skip Peter and Judas. He explains this as the greatest kind of love: the
willingness to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. This is not an obligatory service, such as a slave is bound to render.
Rather, the love of friendship is freely chosen self-surrender. The most challenging aspect of this kind of love is that the
friends of Jesus are asked not only to embrace within the community of beloved disciples all those whom Jesus
befriends, especially those to whom we are not naturally drawn, but even to be willing to risk our own lives for such
people. When this seems a humanly impossible choice, Jesus assures disciples that when they ask God in his name,
the necessary grace will be given.

Preparing to Proclaim

Key words and phrases: “| have called you friends, because | have told you everything | have heard from my Father.”

To the point: This gospel is full of lovely and memorable lines that call our attention to them. Jesus affirms here what he
has elsewhere revealed as the greatest commandment: love. God has loved his Son so he can love us, and we are
likewise called to love because we are loved. We are so loved that Jesus gave his life for us. We are so loved that Jesus
relinquishes his role as master that leaves us as slaves. He yet again tips the power scales that the secular world so
treasures. We are rather his friends, elevated to a sharing in his life and his relationship with God the Father. Jesus
shares everything he has with us; his love, his healing, his life are all now ours.

Making Connections

Between the readings: The second reading clearly echoes the gospel and takes it one step further. God not only loves
us; God is love itself. Loving and being loved is how we know God and how we participate in God’s life. And love is to
sacrifice for the sake of another. As God sent us his Son, who loved us unto death, so are we called to give of ourselves
out of love.

To experience: Most of us will not be called to be crucified for the sake of those we love. Our crosses are far more
metaphorical, but their pain can be very real. Mothers live this out in a particular way as they sacrifice their very bodies
and sometimes their well-being to bring life into the world. Making such sacrifices out of love does not take away the
pain, but it does transform it. When our suffering is not in vain, when it in some way brings abut life for another, it is far
easier to endure.

The Living Liturgy

1st Reading: Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48 / Psalm: 97 / 2nd Reading: 1 John 4:7-10 / Gospel: John 15:9-17




