
20th & 21st January 2024        3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time            Year B 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Mon, Sun & PH  

sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 

PRAYING OUR BELOVEDNESS 
17 to 18 February 2024 @LaSalle House 
It is an invitation to reclaim the truth of our Belovedness.  
As Henri Nouwen said, "Our true spiritual work has to do with letting  
ourselves be loved fully, completely by God and to trust that in this 
Love, we come to the fulfillment of our vocation."  
Facilitated by Sr. Bubbles Bandojo, RC and team.  
There will be input sessions, quiet personal time for prayer and reflection with  
faith-sharing. Register at https://forms.gle/prCe841pCq35HTdy5 

ADORATION ROOM IS CLOSED FOR REPAIR WORKS UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE 
During this time the Cry Room in the Main Church will be open for your prayer time after 
the morning Mass until 10pm from Mondays to Saturdays and until 3.30pm on Sundays. 

COLLECTION OF OLD PALM LEAVES FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
Please drop off your old palm leaves at the church from 22 January till  
5 February at the 2 collection points at the front of the church and near the 
aviary. Thank you! 

BLESSING OF CANDLES AND INCENSE  
ON FEAST OF PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  
We will be blessing candles and incense on Friday 2nd February,  
Saturday 3rd February and Sunday 4th February at all Masses. 
If you have any candles and incense to be blessed, please bring along 
when you attend these Masses.  
Please keep the items with you and the priest will bless them at the end of Mass. 

HOLY HOUR 
Starting from 2024, our Parish Holy Hour will be changed to every  
1st Thursday of the month.  
The next Holy Hour will be on Thursday 1st February 2024 at 8.15pm in 
the Main Church Hall. All are welcome! 

The Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults - RCIA (English) 2024-2025 
Registration for the next RCIA journey in English (for baptism at  
Easter 2025) is now open.  
RCIA begins with The Search @ SAC from 6th February to  
19th March (Zoom) and will then continue on 2nd April 2024 
(Tuesday) at 8pm in St Joachim’s Hall (4th level).  
Thereafter, it is on every Tuesday at the same time and at the same place. 
 

To register for The Search, please scan the QR code  
or email belmontchia@icloud.com 
To register for RCIA, you may download the registration form from 
our church website at  
https://stanne.catholic.sg/parish-group-ministries/rcia/  
Please submit the completed registration form at the Parish Secretariat Office or email to 
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg by 13th February 2024.  
Open to non-Catholics, Baptised Christians and newly Baptised Catholics.  
Invite your non-Catholic friends to come!  
 

We are also looking for Sponsors.  Please email Brandon 
(sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg) with your contact details to indicate your interest. 



1st Reading: Jonah 3;1-5, 10 / Psalm: 24 / 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 / Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

THE LORD WHO TEACHES US HIS WAYS 
Like Jonah, Christ was sent to preach repentance. He calls us to change our 

ways. We are not to become engrossed in the world, but to believe in the 
good news and live for the kingdom of God. 

 
Reflecting on the Gospel 

"Give me chastity, but not yet." This famous prayer of St. Augustine well captures the reluctance 
that most of us have to changing our ways. Yet we hear the exact opposite when the Ninevites     
instantly repent at Jonah's preaching and the fishermen immediately leave their nets to follow      
Jesus. There is an urgency with regard to the time, and a totality of response is needed. In Ordinary Time in the liturgical 
year, it may seem more natural to settle into the ordinary ways in which we have been living out our discipleship. Instead, 
these Scriptures urge us to recognize that a new time presses upon us, requiring different responses than before. There 
is nothing ordinary about the invitation to follow Jesus more radically in this urgent time.  

Paul, thinking the Parousia was right over the horizon, insists that time is running out and that our usual way of doing 
things will no longer serve. Similarly, Jonah prophesizes to Nineveh that their destruction is imminent. When we think the 
end is near, we lose some of our inertia toward change. Today we hear this kind of urgency from those who study climate 
change or the causes of poverty, food shortages, war, and epidemics. To turn around these global ills requires profound 
turning around of our patterns of living. Still, we find ourselves reluctant, praying with Augustine, "yes, but not yet."  

In Mark, the response of the fishermen is instant. These adroit fishermen immediately accept Jesus's invitation to use 
their skills to "fish for people." Abandoning their nets is a way of speaking of what must be left behind when one embraces 
radical discipleship. The fishermen do not leave their family, as the next episodes in the gospel show. Rather, Jesus     
becomes part of their family, making Capernaum his home (Mark 2:1), and the disciples become Jesus's new family,    
reorienting all relationships. 

There are also many women, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, Salome, and many       
others, who become part of Jesus's family of disciples. While the evangelists do not preserve the story of their call, all 
agree that these women had been following Jesus and ministering with him when he was in Galilee and continued to do 
so all the way to the cross (Mark 15:40). The cost of such a radical response to Jesus is already in view when Mark      
prefaces the call of the first disciples with the notice that John had been arrested. But like impulsive lovers who            
commit themselves to one another while still wrapped in their initial infatuation with each other, it is a compelling love that 
causes disciples to follow Jesus instantly. Just as a couple grows into love and learns the costly self-surrender it takes to 
make that love continue to flourish, so too disciples learn the deeper conversion demanded as they grow in their radical 
love affair with the Holy One. It is then not so much the threat of destruction that moves us to convert our ways but an 
irresistible love that turns our hearts. 

 

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men ."  

To the point: Last week's gospel gave us John's depiction of Simon and Andrew's calling; here we have the same       
moment as depicted by Mark. Here the brothers are together rather than called one by one, and since John is imprisoned 
he is not involved in pointing the way. The stories seem contradictory and cannot both be factually true, but their different 
emphases help to reveal more of the ever-unfolding truth about Jesus and what it means to follow him. 
In this story, the apostles-to-be are called when they are in the midst of their daily work. Jesus interrupts them, and rather 
than ignoring him and pressing on with their work, they stop. Something about him compels them to accept this disruption 
to their everyday lives. They respond with extraordinary trust to something that could have been received as mere         
inconvenience, and they encounter God there. 

 

Making Connections 

Between the readings: In the first reading, an entire city responds with faith to the same sort of interruption that Simon 
and Andrew receive. No one in Nineveh wanted to hear that they were doing something wrong, and they could have     
responded to this prophet as if he were crazy. Instead, they embrace the interruption, realizing that they need it. They 
need to disrupt their evil ways and make a change. Not all interruptions are so dramatic, but God is often in them. 

To experience: Most of the time, we won't perceive any great message in our interaction with the panhandler who asks 
us for change or the child who won't let us get anything done around the house. But if we practice responding to them 
with love and trust, we might just find in them a place of very real encounter with God. After all, the readings make clear 
that interruptions and inconveniences often hide opportunities for God to speak to us.          The Living Liturgy                                                                                          


