
30th & 31st December 2023      The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph                    Year B 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Mon, Sun & PH  

sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 

Fr JOVITA, Fr SIMON, Fr MAJO, Fr TErENCE, BrO MELVIN, BrO BErNArD AND 
ALL PArISH STAFF wISH ALL PArISHIONErS A HAPPY & BLESSED 2024! 

May we grow in Faith and Love in this new year! 

The Search @ SAC 2024 Registration 
Our friends at the Augustine Institute have created an award-winning video-based series called 
The Search that explores fundamental questions about God, Faith & Church. We are bringing it to 
our parish again for all our spiritual benefit and growth. The Search is not meant just 
to be watched and it's certainly not meant to be watched alone. That's why we are 
forming small groups - to watch, discuss and to truly benefit from this program. 
Dates: 6th Feb to 19th Mar 2024 Online (Zoom) every Tuesday @ 8pm  
Contact Details: belmontchia@icloud.com  
To register: https://tinyurl.com/TheSearch2024 or scan QR code 

The Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults - RCIA (English) 2024-2025 
Registration for the next RCIA journey in English (for baptism at Easter 2025) is now 
open. RCIA begins with The Search @ SAC (see above) from 6th February to 19th March 
and will then continue on 2nd April 2024 (Tuesday) at 8pm in St Joachim’s Hall (4th level). 
Thereafter, it is on every Tuesday at the same time and at the same place. 
You may download the registration form from our church website at  
https://stanne.catholic.sg/parish-group-ministries/rcia/  
Please submit the completed registration form at the Parish Secretariat Office 
or email to sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg by 13th February 2024.  
Open to non-Catholics, Baptised Christians and newly Baptised Catholics.  
Invite your non-Catholic friends to come!  
We are also looking for Sponsors.  Please email Brandon (sac.pastoral@catholic.org.sg) with 
your contact details to indicate your interest. 

We praise and thank God for the gift of Fr Majo Marottikkal who  
celebrates his 19th Sacerdotal Anniversary on 30th December 2023!  

May God continue to bless the work of his hands and bless him with Peace, Hope, 
Joy & Love always!  

Public Holiday - Monday, 1st January 2024 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God - Only 1 Mass at 8am.  
No evening Mass. Church Gates will be closed after the 8am Mass. 

Year-End Thanksgiving Holy Hour and Night Watch Service 
Sunday 31st  December 2023 10.30pm to Monday 1 January 2024 12.30am 
Te Deum will be sung at midnight, followed by the consecration of families and benediction.  
Join us for a time of prayer and adoration as we await the New Year with our Lord Jesus Christ! 
There will be no Holy Hour in January.  

From the Catechetical Office 
Registration is open for 2024 catechism for K1, K2, L1 levels (for children aged 5-7) as well 
as for the RCIC and RCIY. 
Priority is given for children residing within St. Anne's parish boundaries, those 
with older siblings already attending catechism at St Anne's, and children of active 
ministry or community members of the parish. Online registration form is available 
at our page: 
https://stanne.catholic.sg/catechetical-ministry/ or you may scan the QR code. 
 

We are also in need of new catechists (both primary and secondary levels). 
We warmly welcome practicing Catholics who have been baptized and confirmed to join and  
contribute to this essential ministry.  
For queries, please email sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 



1st Reading: Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3  / Psalm: 104  / 2nd Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19  / Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

HOLY FAMILY 
We celebrate the Holy Family of Nazareth which is the model  

for all who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.   

 
Reflecting on the Gospel 

During the holiday season much attention is placed on romanticizing the family. Christmas 
movies and advertisements portray happy reunions and joyous family gatherings. In reality, 
however, many families experience pain and loss that is all the more acute during the       
holidays. Perhaps a loved one has died during the past year. A family member may be 
fighting in a distant war. Old hurts may keep some from wanting to be with family. A failed 
marriage may have split apart parents, who struggle with how to share their love and time 
equitably with their children. Most families do not match the Norman Rockwell picture of 

everyone living happily as one. Today's readings may sound at first like an idealized portrait of family life, but a closer 
look reveals a very realistic understanding of what it takes to create a harmonious home.  

But those who do good and who try to follow God's ways in everything often experience great pain and suffering. In 
the first reading, Sarah and Abraham yearn for a child, wondering desperately how the gifts from God could possibly 
last without an heir. Similarly, Mary and Joseph are completely devoted to God and follow all the prescriptions of the 
law, yet, as Simeon prophesies, they struggle, like all faithful people, to understand God's ways. At the annunciation 
Mary says yes, even as she questions, "How can this be?" (Luke 1:34). What God asks of her puts her in very difficult 
circumstances. Other people in Nazareth know that she and Joseph formally belong to each other but have not      
begun to live together. What kinds of things will they think and say about her when her blessed child is born too 
soon? Contemplation, faithfulness, and trust are three essential virtues that Mary exemplifies for weathering difficult 
times that challenge harmonious family life.  

As we strive to live lives of contemplation, faithfulness, and trust, we can find hope in the words of the psalmist: "He 
remembers forever his covenant / which he made binding for a thousand generations / which he entered into with 
Abraham and by his oath to Isaac." Even amid the daily trials of family life, God was present with Sarah and         
Abraham, Mary and Joseph, and is just as much present in our lives today. 

 

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: "The child grew and became strong." 

To the point: The last sentence of this gospel hides a whole lot of life within it. "The child grew," yes, but it didn't just 
happen! He grew because Mary and Joseph worked tirelessly, as good parents do, to provide for his needs. They fed 
him and cleaned him; they taught him to sleep through the night and to walk and to feed himself. They cheered when 
the Word spoke his first word. But at the same time, they can't take full responsibility for the child's growth; It is      
wonderful and mysterious that children grow up. Parenthood is work undertaken in partnership with God. God was 
with Mary and Joseph in the painful parts of the job, both those unique to raising the Son of God and those sorrows 
every parent feels. There is much pain in giving your heart over to someone who is constantly changing. "The child 
grew" and Mary and Joseph, like many of us, must have felt simultaneous delight at all he was learning and grief for 
the smaller versions of him that they loved so dearly and would never get back. 

 

Making Connections 

Between the readings: Like Mary and Joseph, Abraham and Sarah are blessed with a child 
that should not have happened. Mary's virginity and Sarah's old age meant that these women 
should have been excluded from motherhood, but God takes up special partnership with them 
and gives them and their children special roles in salvation history. The second reading       
reminds us that God asks families for their faith; the work of parenthood involves a lot of       
letting go. 

To experience: In a church that affirms the goodness of children and the sacredness of the 
work of parenting, there can be a tendency to equate family size with holiness. But the Holy 
Family had only one child, and this group of three serves as a model for all our families,      
regardless of size. Large families are a beautiful gift to the church, a visible sign of God's       
life-giving creativity. And God calls us to a legitimate variety of family sizes and is no less     
present in smaller families too. 

The Living Liturgy                                                                                          


