
2nd & 3rd December 2023                       1st Sunday of Advent                                        Year B 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Mon, Sun & PH  

sac_pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 

2023-2024 ADVENT TO CHRISTMAS REFLECTION BOOKLET 
The Office for the New Evangelisation has produced a booklet of 
reflections: ‘Jesus, Witness of Our Father's Promise’  
This Advent and Christmas seasons, let us delve deeper into the 
Word of God as we prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and help us contemplate the wonder of His            
Incarnation.  
You may download the Reflection Booklet by scanning the QR code or visit 
bit.ly/ONE-AdventChristmas-2023.  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN’S LITURGY TEAM 
Thank you for giving us the privilege to share the word of God with your children.  
Please be informed that the Children's Liturgy team will be taking a break from   
3 December 2023 till 11 February 2024. Children's Liturgy will resume on 18 
February 2024 at the 11.30am Mass.  

YEAR END SALE OF SAC 60th ANNIVERSARY SHIRTS 
The youths are out this weekend to sell the 60th Anniversary shirts, 
and in addition to the usual pricing of $20 for each t-shirt and $30 for 
each polo-tee shirt, we are having a promotion this weekend: 
2 x drifit t-shirts for $30.00 
2 x polo-tee shirts for $45.00  
We have limited sizes and while stock lasts.  This project is undertaken to     
support the church-run Battambang textile factory that employs landmine        
victims. We thank you in advance for your support and generosity.   

ST ANNE’S BURSARY AWARD FOR 2024 
Application is now open for parishioners of St Anne’s and affiliates 
for Primary, Secondary and Tertiary levels (ITE, Poly or JC).   
Interested applicants may collect the application form from the  
Secretariat Office or General Office and submit completed forms 
back with supporting documents by hand by 31 December 2023.  
Awards will be given out in January 2024. 

ADVENT HOME PARALITURGY 
A handout is provided for families to celebrate the Advent Paraliturgy 
at home. You may find it at the entrances of the church. Please take 
home a copy for your prayer and reflection. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OFFER UP YOUR INTENTIONS ON OUR ADVENT JESSE TREE 
For Advent this year, bring your hopes and prayers to Jesus on our Jesse 
Trees.  You may use the slips of paper available and place them in the baskets 
in front of the sanctuary, and the Altar Servers will help to hang them on the   
Jesse Trees.   

HOLY HOUR  
Theme: “Reflections on the Lord’s Love and Mercy” 
Wed, 6th Dec 2023 at 8.15pm in the Main Church Hall. All are welcome! 



WAITING FOR THE LORD 
Our life is a long vigil, waiting for the Lord to be revealed in                   
all his glory. We wait with longing and with ‘joyful hope’ ,  

for his Spirit is with us, and we know that God is                               
faithful to his promises. 

 
Reflecting on the Gospel 

“Be watchful! Be alert!” Don’t be caught unaware! Jesus warns his disciples in this 
Sunday’s gospel. We begin another Advent season of watching and waiting. For 
some, it is a time of delight, waiting eagerly for Christmas, for anticipated gifts, for 
time off from work and school, and for happy gatherings of family and friends. For 
others, it is a dreaded time, as they approach their first holiday without a loved one or worry about how they 
will pay for the gifts and meals they want to provide. Whatever our situation, the Scripture readings today help 
us to adopt a stance of faithful watching and waiting. 

Advent is not a time of waiting for the coming of the Christ Child—that already happened more than two   
thousand years ago. It is, rather, a time when we break our normal routine and move into heightened alert to 
perceive more intensely the ways of Emmanuel, “God-with-us”. The watchfulness that Jesus speaks about in 
today’s gospel is not waiting in dread, nor is the object of our vigilance unknown. Rather, it is attentive        
listening for the familiar footstep of the returning Beloved. We would not want to be found sleeping but ready 
with open arms. 

Most of us find waiting very difficult. We try to eliminate it as much as possible with fast food, express lines, 
and ever speedier internet connections. Waiting for the end of a prolonged illness or at the unemployment 
office is another kind of torturous waiting. Waiting for the return of a long-expected loved one can seem      
impossibly long. It is this last kind of waiting of which today’s gospel speaks: constant vigilance for the return 
of the Beloved who has entrusted everything to our care in the interim. 

The time of waiting and watching is not idle biding of time or maintaining the status quo. Like parents          
anticipating the birth of a child, we have much work to do during the expectant months. In today’s gospel    
Jesus talks about each one having his or her own work to do and having been given the power to accomplish 
it.  Paul too encourages the Corinthians and us by reminding us that we lack no spiritual gift as we wait for the 
revelation of Christ. 

We may wonder how we will recognize the coming One. In today’s first reading, the exiles want God to    
manifest divine power in a way that will be absolutely unmistakable. They pray that God would “rend the 
heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before [him]”. Such a revelation would compel belief 
and good behavior. But in Advent we call to mind again that divine power is revealed not in pyrotechnic      
displays of fire and quaking mountains but in the immense love that comes in the form of a vulnerable child. 
God has ruptured the dividing line between divinity and humanity by taking on human flesh in Christ. Advent 
asks us, likewise, to both embody Christ and to watch for his presence in each one we meet, particularly 
those who are most needy.    

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: “You do not know when the time will come.” 

To the point: Few people understand the demands of watchful waiting like a woman in her last weeks of 
pregnancy. This waiting may look passive, but it is work. Both the extra weight her body carries and the extra 
vigilance her mind bears are exhausting. Labor, like Jesus’s coming, arrives when it will; there are ways to 
generally prepare, but the moment of its onset remains a mystery until it is upon her. There is one major    
difference: the physical demands of late pregnancy are such that many expectant women report that they are 
never not watching for labor to begin. It is far easier to forget to watch for Christ, which is why he reminds us 
so fervently in today’s gospel to do so. But since watchful alertness takes a great deal of energy and can wear 
us down over time, we need to also take care to make our spiritual practices sustainable.                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                The Living Liturgy                                                                                          

1st Reading: Isaiah 63:16-17, 64:1,3-8 / Psalm: 79 / 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 / Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 


