
11th & 12th November 2023              32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time                Year A 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Mon, Sun & PH  

sac_pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 

MEMORIAL MASSES IN NOVEMBER 
St Anne’s Church will be celebrating Memorial Masses+ for the Dead on the all the Mondays in 
November at the usual Mass times for our parishioners to pray for the departed souls. 
 

In conjunction with All Souls' Day, a Book of Remembrance will be opened and placed near 
the altar, where prayer requests for the faithful departed will be  
enrolled. St Anne's Church invites parishioners and non-parishioners to pray 
for their departed loved ones by submitting prayer requests which 
will be collated and enrolled in the Book of Remembrance.  
These prayer requests will be prayed and offered for your loved 
ones during the month  of November, when we traditionally pray for 
the faithful departed. You may submit by scanning the QR code. 

APPEAL FOR HUMANITARIAN AID FOR GAZA CRISIS 
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS), is making an  
appeal for those affected by the conflict in Gaza and the surrounding region.  
 

You can donate via credit card or PayNow through CHARIS website.  
Alternatively, you can send a crossed cheque payable to “Humanitarian Aid Fund”, 
indicate “Humanitarian Aid to Gaza” at the back of the cheque, send the cheque to: 
CHARIS, 55 Waterloo Street, #07-02 Catholic Centre, Singapore 187954. 
 

Please contact CHARIS at 6337-4119 or scan the QR code to visit their website for 
more information.  

L9 CONFIRMATION PRAYER TREE 
Looking forward to Confirmation this weekend, the catechists have put up a Prayer Tree  
containing petitions from our L9 Confirmands at Level 3, near the Adoration Room. 
Come stop by to take a look and pray for the Confirmands as they take this  
important step in their faith journeys! 
The Prayer Tree will be up till the end of the month, so do drop by when you are in 
church! 

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH - FOLLOW UP MEETING 
Calling all brothers who had attended the Consecration to St. Joseph earlier this year to 
meet up for a follow-up session and discussion on Monday 20th November 2023 at 
8.15pm in St Joachim’s Hall (4th Floor). Please bring along your book. 

NO SMOKING IN ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT (SJC) 
Please be reminded that no smoking is allowed in SJC. 

A CALL TO SHARE (ACTS) SENDING OFF MASS 
Happening at the 4.30pm Mass on Sunday 19 November 2023. 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: MONDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER 2023    
Only 1 Mass at 8am. No evening Mass. Church gates will be closed after Mass. 

GRANDMA’S KITCHEN (CANTEEN)  
Closed from 19 Nov 2023 and will reopen on 7 Jan 2024. 

BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATHS AND ADVENT CANDLES 
As part of Christmas preparations, all families are encouraged to have an Advent 
Wreath in their homes, and these can either be homemade, or be reserved and 
purchased from the parish book centre.  
 

There will be a blessing of Advent Wreaths and Advent Candles on the First 
Sunday of Advent (2nd & 3rd December 2023) at all Masses, and families are 
invited to bring their wreaths and candles for the blessing. A handout will also be 

provided for families to celebrate the Advent Para liturgy at home. 



1st Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16 / Psalm: 62 / 2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 / Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

THE BRIDEGROOM IS HERE! 
The whole of the Christian life, our response to the love of Christ, our 

waiting with joyful hope for his coming, is summed up in  
today’s celebration in a single word. Wisdom. 

 
Reflecting on the Gospel 

At the end of the baptism liturgy, a candle is lit from the paschal candle and handed 
to the parents of the child with these words: "Parents and godparents, this light is 
entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly, so that your child, enlightened by Christ, 
may walk always as a child of the light and, persevering in the faith, may run to meet 
the Lord when he comes with all the Saints in the heavenly court." Behind this prayer 

stands the parable we hear in the gospel reading today, about the five wise and five foolish young women. 

Unique to Matthew, this is the only parable of watching and waiting where discipleship is portrayed in       
feminine imagery. In the parable, the kingdom of heaven "will be like" a gathering of young women,            
unmarried but of marriageable age - in first-century Palestine, that begins at age twelve - who according to 
cultural norms are waiting at the bride's parental home so that they can meet the bridegroom as he            
approaches the house. Jesus has earlier referred to himself in Matthew's Gospel as the "bridegroom" (Matt 
9:15), and God as "husband" is a recurring Old Testament metaphor (see Isa 54:5; Jer 31:32; Hos 2:16). The 
parable presents us with both a positive and negative model of how disciples are to wait for the return of    
Jesus the Bridegroom at the end of human history. The emphasis is on the oil and the burning lamps, not on 
the falling asleep, which all ten girls do when the arrival of the bridegroom is delayed. In baptism, we are 
chosen to illumine the passage of Christ the Bridegroom through our world by the lives we live. For Matthew, 
"Oil" and "lamps" are symbolic of good works and Christian witness that gives glory to God. 

In gospel terms, readiness to greet the Bridegroom and go with him to the eternal wedding banquet means a 
life lived in constant vigilance for and obedience to the reign of God that Jesus proclaims. The baptized      
neophyte, the newly married, the newly professed or ordained, the beginner in a longed-for job - all are      
excited and determined about the life to which they have committed themselves; all have their "lamps"      
burning brightly. Deeper into the night, into the demands of decades of oil refilling and wick tending, some 
flames may have flickered out while others continue to burn steadily and brightly, even though some may 
light up paths that differ from the original way the lamp carriers thought they would walk. 

Although the parable is primarily concerned with what lies behind the, as yet, closed doors of the end of     
cosmic history and Christ's second coming, the Bridegroom will also come to us in our own death. One     
Eucharist will be the last from which we take the oil from the two tables of word and sacrament that help us 
to keep our lamps burning and light our way to open the doors of our hearts to the Bridegroom. 

 

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: "[S]tay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour." 
To the point: The end of the liturgical year always presents us with Scripture passages that speak of the 
end times. This theme will continue into Advent's repetitive admonition to stay awake and ready for the      
ultimate coming of Christ. 

The Bible's images of this time are sometimes troubling; here, we have a locked door and a Bridegroom who 
refuses to recognize those who came unprepared for the wedding feast - hardly a reassuring image of 
Christ's boundless mercy. 

But this is not a gospel about the mechanics of our preparation; when put into dialogue with the other       
readings for today, it becomes a gospel about our longing to be with Jesus. Those whose hearts desire him 
will find ways to prepare their hearts. The specifics of that preparation will look different for all of us, but love 
and longing are at their core. 

The Living Liturgy                                                                                          


