
23rd & 24th September 2023              25th Sunday of Ordinary Time                Year A 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Tue-Sat: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Mon, Sun & PH  

sac_pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES  
On 24 September, the Church celebrates the 109th 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees, we, recognise 
ourௗmigrant brothers and sisters for their great  
contributions, sacrifices, strengths, and talents as they 
seek a better future abroad.ௗ  

 The Archdiocesan Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants & 
Itinerant People (ACMI) celebrates 25 years of being family to  
migrants this year as well and they seek your support to continue 
the mission to help migrants in need for the years ahead.  
To donate, visit their website atௗwww.acmi.org.sg/ௗor scan the QR 
code. Thank you for your generous support!ௗ  

SACCRE HEALING SERVICE 
"Encounter the Lord in the storms"   
Venue: St Anne’s Church (Main Church Hall) 
Date: Friday 29th September 2023  
Time: 8.15pm to 10pm. 
Celebrant and Preacher: Fr Emmanuel Noel, OCD 
All are welcome to join us in a time of worship and healing 
prayer. Please bring along your bible (digital or hardcopy) 

ABLE COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
ABLE serves persons with physical challenges and their family 
caregivers by providing a holistic suite of services such as  
rehabilitation, programmes and training, respite care and  
wheelchair-accessible transport at its centre. Support their mission to enable the 
physically challenged by volunteering your time today.  
 

They are here in our parish this weekend for their community outreach at 
the Sat 4.30pm, Sun 9.30am and 11.30am Masses. Please visit their booth 
to find out more. Or you may visit https://able-sg.org/  
or email them at enquiries@able-sg.org or contact them at 68017460. 

In and Around 
In communion with the ecumenical prayer vigil that will take place at St. Peter's Square on  
30 September called for by Pope Francis (that will see the coming together of representatives 
from various Christian churches) to entrust to God the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, the Archdiocesan Catholic Council for Ecumenical Dialogue (ACCED) has 
organised in collaboration with the Taizé core team: 
An Ecumenical Evening of Prayer with the Songs of Taizé - Uniting in Prayer for the Synod 
of Bishops and Christian Unity 
Theme: Together - Gathering of the People of God 
Date and Time: Saturday 30 September 2023 from 8pm to 9.30pm 
Venue: Church of St. Teresa (510 Kampong Bahru Road Singapore 099446) 
All are welcome to join in and strongly encouraged to bring along fellow Christians from all over 
Singapore for this meaningful and spiritually uplifting event to strengthen the bonds among us.  
No prior registration needed.  
More details of the event can be found here: 
https://www.catholic.sg/event/an-ecumenical-evening-of-prayer-with-the-songs-of-taize-uniting-
in-prayer-for-the-synod-of-bishops-and-christian-unity/ 



1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 / Psalm: 144 / 2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20-24,27 / Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 

THE GENEROUS LOVE OF GOD 
The love of God cannot be measured by any human standard. It is incalculable.  

By human reckoning it must even appear foolish. What sensible employer would behave 
like the man in the Gospel parable? We see a reflection of that love in St Paul’s dilemma. 

He loved so much that he could not decide whether it was better to live or to die. 
 

Reflecting on the Gospel 

Perhaps many of us can we remember what it was like to be "picked last.” As children, perhaps, it 
was for the playground teams; as adults, it may have been an issue of promotion or missing out 

being on the short list after a job application. This parable is about the landowner's generosity toward the last-picked 
people. The scenario would be familiar to first-century Palestinian society: the hopeful gathering of the unemployed in 
the marketplace, anxious for the subsistent but average daily wage of one denarius, and then the process of hiring. 
Everything is done justly; the wage is offered, which is neither overgenerous nor miserly, and is accepted by the       
laborers. As the demands of the day's work unroll, more laborers are hired in the morning and early afternoon. At the 
"eleventh hour" (about 5 p.m.), the landowner comes out for the last time and finds some men still hanging around 
hopefully. With the patient hope of the poor, the "not chosen" have stood there all day, worried that they would have to 
go home emptyhanded to their families. 

Now comes the time for payment of the wages. The last to be hired are the first paid, because the parable requires an 
audience for what is coming next. There are probably some raised eyebrows and delighted nudging among those hired 
earlier when they do their comparative mathematical calculations. After more hours in the vineyard there will surely be 
more of a payoff for them. Then comes the painful grumbling from the other workers, who, it turns out, are paid the 
same as the "eleventh hour" workers, for more work and for working in more grueling conditions in the heat of the day. 
The landowner reminds one of the workers that he has been given the just wage agreed on when they were hired; the 
denarius is the laborer's right; generosity is the landowner's right, "because I am generous." But what earns an even 
stronger rebuke is the complaint that "you have made them equal to us." 

The parable ends with a reversal of expectations: "The last will be first and the first will be last." We are in the territory 
of God's kingdom where we realize that the generosity of the landowner God reaches out to the last called as equally 
as to the first, that, in Jesus, God is present to the people who are poor, sick, disabled; that the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes all have equal access if they answer the call into the "vineyard," a symbol of God's holy people (see Ezek 
17:6, 8; Hos 10:1; 14:7). 

As we listen to this parable as a eucharistic community, we are powerfully reminded of the equality and solidarity of all 
God's laboring disciples who receive the same food at the same table. Yet are there people about whose presence we 
are judgmental? And outside of Mass, is our vision of our brothers and sisters darkened by envy, and even by an       
unexpressed suspicion of or open grumbling about God who seems to be unfair with his generosity especially to me? 
Does making comparisons override being in communion? 

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: "Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last." 

To the point: A common reaction to this gospel is to feel affronted: it really does seem unfair that all the laborers     
receive the same wage for unequal amounts of work. But Jesus is once again telling us that God's logic does not follow 
ours. Our sense of justice is too small. God's generosity is always bigger than what we had envisioned, and then is 
bigger again still. Part of the problem is that most of us identify with the early laborers in the story. We believe we have 
put in the work and really deserve the good things God gives us and will give us. But none of us really deserves the 
gifts of God; they are not something that can be earned but are by their nature free and gracious gifts. And God      
promises us the free and undeserved generosity that the latecomers receive in this parable.  

Making Connections 

Between the readings: The first reading reminds us in no uncertain terms that God's ways are not our ways. God    
operates on a different kind of logic, one which surpasses everything we would call logical but rather operates out of a 
love that overflows with lifegiving power. As St. Paul voices in the second reading; we are called to imitate God's       
ongoing self-gift. We can be united to Christ in both life and death when we strive to follow his example. 

To experience: In many ways, it is fair and just that the world does not operate on the divine logic demonstrated in the 
gospel. Employers should not work like the landowner in this parable. A job that paid the same amount for an evening 
of labor as for a backbreaking dawn-to-dusk day would be what we call a toxic workplace. But the kingdom of heaven 
does not work like earth; the generosity that awaits us there is beyond our wildest imaginings. 

                                                                                                                               The Living Liturgy 


