
2nd & 3rd September 2023              22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time                Year A 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
PARISH FEAST DAY DINNER 
Calling all parishioners! Come and join us for an enjoyable and  
fun-filled Parish Dinner as part of our 60th Anniversary celebrations. 
 

Date:  Saturday, 21st October 2023   
Time:  6.30pm to 10.30pm        
Venue: Bliss Garden Restaurant @ Changi Expo 
Ticket price: $80 per pax 
Includes: an 8-course Chinese sit-down Dinner, Entertainment and attractive  
Lucky Draw Prizes 
Sale of tickets at the front of the church this weekend  
(2nd & 3rd September) after all Masses. 
 

For any enquiries, please contact Christopher @ 8448 9498 or Geraldine @ 9617 8627 
1. Tickets are on a first come, first served basis. 
2. Tickets can be purchased by per table, or individually. 
3. Private Coaches will be arranged to ferry parishioners 2-ways from Church to 

dinner venue and back to Church at $5 per pax.  

HOLY HOUR 
We will be having a Holy Hour to pray especially for the sick and dying on 
Wed, 6th Sep 2023 at 8.15pm in the Main Church Hall. All are welcome! 

EXAM MASS & RECOLLECTION  
Organised by Office for Young People for JC/IB students  
Calling all students currently in JC/IB! Busy with studying, and the many  
commitments of school? Do you desire to come away and rest for a while?  
Look no further! You're invited to join us for a time of Mass, prayer, and  
fellowship with other students. Come and find rest in the Lord, as you prepare 
your heart for this upcoming exam season.  
Date: Friday, 8th September 2023   
Time: 2pm to 5pm 
Venue: Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo Street, Level 8 
For enquiries, please contact Gabriella at gabriella.oyp@catholic.org.sg or  
Kristen at kristen.oyp@catholic.org.sg 

CHIJ ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT (SJC)  
VACANCY FOR ASIAN CUISINE CANTEEN STALL  
Interested applicants must be able to provide cooked food that meets the health /  
nutritional standards set by the Health Promotion Board (HPB) under the 
"Healthy Meals in Schools Programme (HMSP)” guidelines. Please refer to: 
https://www.hpb.gov.sg/schools/school-programmes/healthy-meals-in-schools-programme 
 

Interested applicants who require more information, please contact Mdm Theresa  
@ 6489 7580 Ext 113 or email: shepherdson_philomena_theresa@moe.edu.sg 

FROM THE CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
81 of our L3 children will be receiving their First Holy Communion next 
Saturday, 9th September 2023 at the 4.30pm Mass. Please pray for them. 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS  
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm; Sun: 6am-6pm;  
Public Holidays on Weekdays: Gates 
will be closed after the 8.00am Mass  

 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm , Sun: 7am-6pm;  

Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 
 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the month: 
9am to 1130am (Closed on all other 

Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

PASTORAL OFFICE 
Pastoral Worker: Brandon Tan 

Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH  

sac_pastoral@catholic.org.sg 
 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm, Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the month 

after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will be 
prayed 30mins before every Mass 

except on public holidays.  
On public holidays, the Rosary will be 

prayed after Mass instead 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 

Tel: 66318963 (Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm) 
https://pbc.familylife.sg/  

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun 9am - 11:30am 



1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 / Psalm: 62 / 2nd Reading: Romans 12:1-2 / Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 

CHRIST WHO OVERCAME THE RELUCTANCE OF THE FLESH 
It comes to us as no surprise that the Prophet Jeremiah should have felt reluctance to offer 
himself as a living sacrifice to God’s will, because we all experience the same reluctance 
to accept the cross. But what consolation it is to know that Christ experienced the same 

reluctance of the flesh and had to struggle to overcome it. 
 

Reflecting on the Gospel 

Last Sunday we heard Jesus pronounce a personal blessing over Peter when he acclaimed his 
master as God's Messiah. Jesus responds by naming Peter as the "rock" on which Jesus will found 
his church. It all sounds positive for Peter - until the next, immediate exchange in today's gospel. 
Flush with the new name and new responsibility, Peter today starts to exercise this role on Jesus! He not only takes     
Jesus aside, but he rebukes him for talking of his impending death. "No such thing shall ever happen to you!" 

In strong language that does not exclude love, Jesus puts Peter in his place: behind him, following him, which is the right 
place for every disciple. He addresses Peter as "Satan." When the rock puts himself in front of Jesus, he becomes "an 
obstacle" or a scandal (Greek skándalon). Peter's good-hearted but false interpretation of Jesus's mission is a temptation 
like that of Satan in the wilderness, a temptation for Jesus to follow an easier path, to have life on his own terms rather 
those of his Father. Peter has a long journey to make with Jesus, with much blundering along the way, before he realizes 
how costly the discipleship of a crucified and risen messiah will be. So Jesus explains not only to Peter, but to all           
disciples, that those who follow him will have to share his cross. This is not a call to self-destruction, but a challenge to 
find life by living with all our energies centered on God rather than on the false idol of the autonomous self which can be 
so dear to us, especially in circumstances of affluence and upward mobility. Jesus promises that there will be a reward for 
those who have done what the unselfish orientation of their lives to him and their sisters and brothers demands. This    
reward will be revealed at the end time when Jesus, as the Son of Man, comes for the final judgment (see Matt 25:31-46). 

There is a wonderful and ecumenical tribute in stone to suffering discipleship in the very familiar West Front of           
Westminster Abbey. When the twenty-five-year-long restoration program of the abbey's exterior was completed in 1995, 
there remained a row of ten niches above the front door that had been empty for five hundred years. It was decided not to 
fill these with saintly or worthy figures of the past, but to proclaim the message of the costly Christian witness of those 
who had been willing to take up their cross and die for Christ in the twentieth century. These ten statues are of individual 
martyrs, some well known, others not, but the intention was to represent those who have died. and continue to die, in   
circumstances of oppression and persecution throughout the world. They include victims of the struggle for human rights 
in North and South America, those who confessed Christ and died in the Nazi and Soviet persecutions in Europe, martyrs 
of religious prejudice and dictatorial rule in Africa, of fanaticism on the Indian subcontinent, of brutalities during the       
Second World War in Asia and the Cultural Revolution in China. The statues were unveiled in 1998. 

Preparing to Proclaim 

Key words and phrases: "You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do." 

To the point: Last week Peter answered Jesus's question correctly and was affirmed as a conduit of divine knowledge 
and received the delegation of divine power. But later in the very same conversation, he messes up. He hears of God's 
unthinkable plan for Jesus - one that involves a horrific and humiliating death - and he responds as any of us would if a 
friend started talking like that. He responds with loving protectiveness; but in this case, that is not the right response. 
God's logic is not our own, and here Jesus introduces the contradictory idea that saving our life causes us to lose it while 
giving up our life enables us to find it. Mystics reconcile this contradiction by pointing out that much of what we cling to is 
a superficial self that gives a false sense of what life is. By letting go of all that is not real or permanent, we find our true 
selves, which are at home with God.  

Making Connections 

Between the readings: The first reading echoes the idea that human logic is not the same as divine logic; we can feel 
"duped" by God when our faith brings us humiliation in the eyes of the world. But as Jeremiah finds, God has a way of 
drawing us back. As St. Augustine famously wrote, our hearts remain restless until they rest in God. The second reading 
also affirms that the life of faith involves sacrifice. We are not to conform to this world, which means it will often not feel 
much like home .  

To experience: The crosses we are called to take up often seem small in comparison to Christ's. But Christ walks with us 
even in our smallest sufferings. Even mundane moments of irritation and struggle can become moments in which we 
practice virtue. We can follow Christ by responding to these frustrations with patience, fortitude, and empathy for others 
who are involved.   

The Living Liturgy 


