
26th & 27th August 2023                21st Sunday of Ordinary Time                  Year A 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS 
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  
Sun: 6am-6pm;  

Public Holidays on Weekdays: 
Gates will be closed after the 

8.00am Mass  
 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm  

Sun: 7am-6pm;  
Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 

 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the 
month: 9am to 1130am (Closed on 

all other Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm  
Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the 

month after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will 
be prayed 30mins before every 
Mass except on public holidays.  

On public holidays, the Rosary will 
be prayed after Mass instead 

 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 
To book a session, please visit  
https://pbc.familylife.sg/ or call 
66318963 Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm. 

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun. 9am - 11:30am 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY — (Polling Day) 
Friday, 1st September 2023: Only 1 Mass at 8am. No evening Mass. 
The gates will be closed after Mass. 

CATHOLIC SPIRITUALITY CENTRE (CSC) 
Volunteers from CSC will be here this Sunday, 27 August 2023 @ 9.30am and 11.30am 
Masses to do an outreach for the following programs: 
Þ Intercession Retreat (21-22 Oct) 
Þ Youth Prayer Experience Retreat (3-5 Nov) 
Þ Jesus Encounter Retreat (6-10 Dec) 
You may approach them and ask questions regarding these programs. 

HOLY HOUR 
We will be having a Holy Hour to pray especially for the sick and dying on Wed, 
6th September 2023 at 8.15pm in the Main Church Hall.  All are welcome! 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH 60TH ANNIVERSARY— PARISH FEAST DAY DINNER 
Calling all parishioners! Come and join us for an enjoyable and fun-filled Parish 
Dinner as part of our 60th Anniversary celebrations. 
Date:  Sat, 21 October 2023  Venue: Bliss Garden Restaurant @ Changi Expo 
Time:  6.30pm—10.30pm       Ticket price: $80 per pax 
Includes: an 8-course Chinese sit-down Dinner, Entertainment and attractive  
Lucky Draw Prizes 
Sale of tickets has been postponed to next weekend (2nd & 3rd September) instead. 
Bookings can be made at the front of the church at all Masses next weekend. 
For any enquiries, please contact Christopher @ 8448 9498 or Geraldine @ 9617 8627 
1. Tickets are on a first come, first served basis. 
2. Tickets can be purchased by per table, or individually. 
3. Private Coaches will be arranged to ferry parishioners 2-ways from Church to dinner    
   venue (and back) at $5 per pax.  

Vacancy for Asian Cuisine Canteen Stall (CHIJ St. Joseph’s Convent) 
CHIJ St. Joseph’s Convent has a vacancy for Asian Cuisine canteen stall              
(Chinese Mixed Rice and Vegetarian Stalls are acceptable). Able to provide cooked food 
that meets the health / nutritional standards set by the Health Promotion Board (HPB)  
under the "Healthy Meals in Schools Programme (HMSP)” guidelines (https://
www.hpb.gov.sg/schools/school-programmes/healthy-meals-in-schools-programme). 
If you know of anyone who is interested, please refer them to our school @ 62 Sengkang 
East Way, Singapore 548595. 
* Contact Person: Mdm Theresa  Tel No: 6489 7580 Ext 113 
* Email: shepherdson_philomena_theresa@moe.edu.sg 

Exam Mass & Recollection organised by Office for Young People for JC/IB students  
Calling all students currently in JC/IB! Busy with studying, and the many commitments of 
school? Do you desire to come away and rest for a while? Look no further! You're invited 
to join us for a time of Mass, prayer, and fellowship with other students. Come and find 
rest in the Lord, as you prepare your heart for this upcoming exam season.         
Date: Friday, 8 September 2023   Time: 2pm to 5pm 
Venue: Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo Street, Level 8 
For enquiries, please contact Gabriella at gabriella.oyp@catholic.org.sg or Kristen at   
kristen.oyp@catholic.org.sg.  



1st Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23 / Psalm: 137 / 2nd Reading: Romans 11:33-36 / Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

PETER THE ROCK 
We rejoice today that Christ chose Peter in spite of his human  

failings to be the rock on which he built his Church. The reason 
for that choice lies in the unfathomable depth of God’s wisdom. 

‘The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly’. 
 

Reflecting on the Gospel 

In northern Galilee, a few miles from the present border between Lebanon 
and Syria, is a place of majestic beauty called, in Jesus’s day, Caesarea 
Philippi. It’s here, dwarfed by a huge rock cavern and temples, that Jesus 
asks his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” This is a 
safe question requiring no personal involvement. They answer quickly, evoking the haunting 
memory of John the Baptist, the passionate preaching of Jeremiah, the legendary expectation of 
Elijah. Then comes Jesus’s direct question: “But who do you say that I am?” 

In the boat after the storm, the disciples had paid homage to him and confessed him as the Son of 
God. Here all the confessional attention is fixed on Peter. He confesses more than he himself      
understands about the identity of Jesus. But now Jesus is going to tell him how the identity and   
mission of both of them are linked together. Jesus pronounces a blessing over Peter because of 
God’s revelation to him, gives him a new name and a new mission. The renaming of Simon Peter as 
the “rock” on which Jesus’s church would be built is a wordplay between the Greek name Petros 
(Peter) and petra (rock). It is almost a biblical and ambivalent “nickname” for this “rocky” man who 
was to be both the foundation stone of the community of disciples and ironically, some time  later, 
the unstable one who on the night of Jesus’s passion would crumble into shifting sand. But as a 
leader for his church, Jesus surely wants someone with whom we can identify in our own         
weaknesses. In Matthew’s Gospel, it is only Peter who receives a personal beatitude, a blessing of 
God pronounced over him by Jesus. The assurance is given that no matter what destructive powers 
are hurled at the church, and not withstanding Peter’s role in it, the church will stand firm because, 
as Jesus says, it is “my church”. 

It will be Peter’s privilege, and the privilege of his successors in the      
Petrine ministry, to be given the “keys”, the authority that will enable him 
to unlock the riches of the revelation of Jesus Christ that has been       
entrusted to the church. In contrast, the scribes and Pharisees who     
oppose Jesus will later be accused by him of locking people out of the 
kingdom by their teaching and example (Matt 23:13). “To bind” and “to 
loose” were rabbinic terms for “to permit” and “to forgive”, and Peter is 
assured that Jesus will always be present in the authority that Jesus    
delegates to him to interpret the law, to make exceptions, to forgive, or to 
demand obedience. Peter is to be a good steward of the church’s    
treasure house of grace. However, until Peter and the other disciples 

have learned fully what it means for Jesus to be the Messiah, until he has suffered, died and risen, 
and until they have been drawn into this mystery, they are not to tell people about what has been 
revealed here at Caesarea Philippi, for it would be only the partial truth.   

                                                          The Living Liturgy 


