
19th & 20th August 2023                20th  Sunday of Ordinary Time                  Year A 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH    66 Sengkang East Way  Singapore 548593.   Tel 6386 5072   Fax 6386 5202  
Website: hƩps://stanne.catholic.sg      Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg 
Telegram: hƩps://t.me/stannesg      Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church 
Mass Schedules: hƩps://mycatholic.sg/  DonaƟons: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D 
PARISH PRIEST:      Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610 
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS: Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612   Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611  
+ MASSES (in English)   +Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm                 +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm       
              +Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am  +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)  
+ 华文弥撒 :每个月第一和第三个星期日(主日弥撒 ):下午1.30pm(圣堂内) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007  Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg 

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS 
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  
Sun: 6am-6pm;  

Public Holidays on Weekdays: 
Gates will be closed after the 

8.00am Mass  
 

ADORATION ROOM 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm  

Sun: 7am-6pm;  
Closed on PH & Easter Triduum 

 

SECRETARIAT OFFICE 
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm 

Open on 2nd & last Sun of the 
month: 9am to 1130am (Closed on 

all other Sundays, Sat & PH)  
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg 

 

CATECHETICAL OFFICE 
Tue: 9am-2pm  
Wed: 9am-2pm  

Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911 

sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE 
Mon: 2pm to 4pm 

Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm  
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH 

Tel: 63863792  
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 

 

COLUMBARIUM  VISITS 
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;  

Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH  
Tel: 63863792  

sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg 
 

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS 
Prayers on last Sunday of the 

month after 11.30am Mass 
By Ministry of Consolation 

 

CHILDREN LITURGY 
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass 

 

CONFESSIONS 
20 mins before English weekend 

Masses in Church 
 

HOLY HOUR  
1st Wednesday of the month  

8.15pm in Church 
 

ROSARY 
Daily on weekdays at 7pm. 

In May & October, the Rosary will 
be prayed 30mins before every 
Mass except on public holidays.  

On public holidays, the Rosary will 
be prayed after Mass instead 

 

INFANT BAPTISM 
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm  
Compulsory prep session on the 
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm 

 

COUNSELLING  
by Catholic Family Life  

Available for Face-to-Face  
session in St Anne's Church every 
Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via 
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt. 
To book a session, please visit  
https://pbc.familylife.sg/ or call 
66318963 Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm. 

 

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE  
CENTRE  

Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm  
Contact Stephen 90880575 

 

EMMANUEL LIBRARY  
Sun. 9am - 11:30am 

The ever popular Bible Diary 2024 - 366 DAYS WITH THE LORD                
by the Daughters of St Paul is now available for sale at our Book & Gift Service 
Centre. So do get a copy while stocks last! Each copy is $20.                          
May the Word of God bring you closer to the Lord! 

Talks 
1) Church History by Rev Fr Jovita Ho 
Join us in person over 4 Mondays, as Fr Jovita guides us through how to understand and 
read the history of the Catholic Church and its development, beginning with Singapore. 
Dates: 21 & 28 Aug, 4 & 11 Sep 2023 (Mondays) 
Time:  12.30pm—1.30pm    
Place: TPI Building, 62 Cecil Street, 5th Floor 
Register at link https://tinyurl.com/CPSTalksChurchHistory or scan QR code 
 
2) Parenting Pre-Teens in the Digital Age by Br Collin Wee FSC  
For young parents (with children 12 years & below) to help them review their parenting 
skills and learn valuable tips to impact positively on the growth of their children:  
Date: 9 September 2023 (Saturday)  Time: 9:30 am - 12 noon 
Venue: La Salle House, 490 East Coast Road, Singapore 429058 
Organiser: La Salle House - a Formation Centre run by De La Salle Brothers  
For more info / To register: https://tinyurl.com/2jxu873t 

PIETA is a support group for bereaved parents who have united in faith to seek 
God's comfort, wisdom and hope. The monthly session, run by bereaved       
parents, is for prayer, reflection and the breaking open of the WORD OF GOD. 
We invite any parent who has lost a child (regardless of age and no matter how 
recent or long ago) to journey together in faith.  
Our next monthly session will be face-to-face from 7:30pm to 9:15pm on Tue 22 August 
2023. Please note the venue will be at Catholic Archdiocesan Education Centre,               
2 Highland Road, Unit LG-01, Singapore 549102 (next to the Church of Immaculate Heart 
of Mary). Please email us for directions.  
Our contact details are email: pieta.singapore@gmail.com                      
facebook: https://facebook.com/PietaSingapore  website: www.PietaSingapore.org 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH 60TH ANNIVERSARY— PARISH FEAST DAY DINNER 
Calling all parishioners!  
Come and join us for an enjoyable and fun-filled Parish Dinner as part of our 
60th Anniversary celebrations. 
Date:  Sat, 21 October 2023  Venue: Bliss Garden Restaurant @ Changi Expo 
Time:  6.30pm -10.30pm        Ticket price: $80 per pax 
Includes: an 8-course Chinese sit-down Dinner, Entertainment and attractive  
Lucky Draw Prizes 
We will be open for bookings next weekend, at the front of the Church: 
Sat, 26 August @ 6pm  and  Sun, 27 August @ 11am 
For any enquiries, please contact Christopher @ 8448 9498 or Geraldine @ 9617 8627 
Please note:  
1. Tickets are on a first come, first served basis. 
2. Tickets can be purchased by per table, or individually. 
3. Private Coaches will be arranged to ferry parishioners 2-ways from Church to dinner      
   venue (and back) at $5 per pax.  



1st Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 / Psalm: 66 / 2nd Reading: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 / Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

MERCY TO ALL MANKIND 
We tend to think of God as exclusively our own property. But he is 
God of all the world, of Christians and non-Christians alike; and  
today we celebrate his mercies to others who are not of our faith. 

 

Reflecting on the Gospel 

Today’s strange gospel reading is about crossing boundaries into new      
territory that is not only geographical but also a venture into differences of 
culture, gender, and religion. In “pagan” territory, Jesus is confronted by a 
Canaanite woman, a descendant of one of the ancient enemies of Israel. 
She is the mother of a daughter in dire need of help. No husband or father is 
mentioned. The woman is devoting her life to the one she loves, but she is nearly at the end of her    
tether. So, despite the fact that she is a Gentile, she shouts her faithfilled words at Jesus, hailing 
him as “Lord, Son of David”. 

 

Jesus’s response to her cry may surprise us. He is silent, struggling with his identity, his mission, his 
prejudices. If we deny Jesus such struggles, we minimize the reality of the incarnation—the mystery 
of the Word made flesh, fully sharing our humanity in a certain time and place, with a particular    
ancestry, ethnicity, and culture – and we deny his relevance for our own struggles. 

 

As though he is thinking aloud, he says not to her but to his disciples, “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel”. Tenacious and bold, yet humble, the woman gets down into the dust 
in front of Jesus, kneels where dogs play and crumbs fall, and asks a second time for his help. This 
Gentile is challenging him in a way that is painful for both of them. Jesus asks her if it is fair to take 
Israelite “food”, the sustaining gift of God’s salvation, and offer it to the Gentile “dogs”. At least he is 
now addressing the woman, and she seizes the opportunity for some serious wordplay. 

 

Like a dog, she says, she will be content with any scraps of help that Jesus can offer her from the 
table of the children of Israel. And Jesus, who had to learn to read the signs of the times in the     
Hebrew Scriptures, in prayer, in events, and in people, reads this woman. And now he says to this 
stranger and Gentile “great is your faith” as she desperately seeks healing for her daughter. 

 

Impelled by this faith, Jesus crosses into new territory of understanding himself and his mission to 
the nations. After his resurrection, the salvation first offered to the Jews through Jesus will be the 
gift that the community of disciples must offer to all the nations (Matt 28:19-20). As Matthew’s     
predominantly Jewish Christian community struggled with the increasing number of Gentile      
Christians who were joining then, it was significant that the evangelist could point to this incident 
and say, see how Jesus himself had to struggle with a Gentile—and see how he recognized her 
great faith. Not only Matthew’s first-century community needs to look carefully. It is also our own  
racism, sexism, and cultural superiority that we see reflected in this gospel. As long as there are 
“dogs[under] the table” - people in misery, people on the margins of or excluded from the church—
we are challenged to cross boundaries and offer them the crumbs of our compassion.   

                                                          The Living Liturgy 


