ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Website: https://stanne.catholic.sg
Telegram: https://t.me/stannesg
Mass Schedules: https://mycatholic.sg/ Donations: PayNow UEN No.T08CC4037D

PARISH PRIEST:
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS:
+ MASSES (in English)

+ EXHM B AE—

66 Sengkang East Way Singapore 548593. Tel 6386 5072 Fax 6386 5202

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stannechurchsg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.annes.catholic.church

1} ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Jovita Ho: 63152976 or 63865072 Ext 610

Rev. Fr. Simon Ho: 63865072 Ext.612  Rev. Fr. Majo Marottikkal: 63865072 Ext.611

+Saturday Sunset: 4.30pm +Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 4.30pm
+Weekdays: Mon-Fri 6.30am & 7.30pm, Sat 6.30am +Public Holidays on weekdays: 8am (No evening Mass)

A =EAH (EHE ) - 41 30pm (FE M) + Tamil Mass: Every 4th Sunday of the Month at 2pm

+ Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Anne’s Church: Tel: 63862007 Fax: 63861343. Email: enquiries@catholicpreschool.edu.sg

CHURCH GATE / GROUNDS
OPENING & CLOSING TIMES
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;
Sun: 6am-6pm;

Public Holidays on Weekdays:
Gates will be closed after the
8.00am Mass

ADORATION ROOM
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm
Sun: 7am-6pm;
Closed on PH & Easter Triduum

SECRETARIAT OFFICE
Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm
Open on 2nd & last Sun of the
month: 9am to 1130am (Closed on
all other Sundays, Sat & PH)
sac.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

CATECHETICAL OFFICE
Tue: 9am-2pm
Wed: 9am-2pm
Sat: 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm
Tel: 68813197 / 87984911
sac.catechist@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM OFFICE
Mon: 2pm to 4pm
Tue-Fri: 9am-11.30am; 1pm-4pm
Closed on Sat, Sun & PH
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM VISITS
Mon-Sat: 7am-10pm;
Sun: 6am-6pm; Closed on PH
Tel: 63863792
sac.columbarium@catholic.org.sg

COLUMBARIUM PRAYERS
Prayers on last Sunday of the
month after 11.30am Mass
By Ministry of Consolation

CHILDREN LITURGY
Every Sun at 11.30am Mass

CONFESSIONS
20 mins before English weekend
Masses in Church

HOLY HOUR
1st Wednesday of the month
8.15pm in Church

ROSARY
Daily on weekdays at 7pm.

In May & October, the Rosary will
be prayed 30mins before every
Mass except on public holidays.

On public holidays, the Rosary will

be prayed after Mass instead

INFANT BAPTISM
2nd Sun of even months, 1.30pm
Compulsory prep session on the
Friday before Baptism at 7.45pm

COUNSELLING
by Catholic Family Life
Available for Face-to-Face
session in St Anne's Church every

Tues at 7.30pm & 8.45pm or via
Zoom from Mon to Sat by appt.
To book a session, please visit

https://pbc.familylife.sg/ or call

66318963 Mon-Fri 12pm-4pm.

BOOK & GIFT SERVICE
CENTRE
Sat 4pm-6pm; Sun 8am-1pm
Contact Stephen 90880575
EMMANUEL LIBRARY
Sun. 9am - 11:30am

29th & 30th July 2023

HOLY HOUR
“Silent Holy Hour” - Wednesday, 2nd August 2023 at 8.15pm in the Main Church Hall.
All are welcome!

17th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A

CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION (COTT) FEAST DAY CARNIVAL
SUNDAY 6TH AUGUST 2023

Volunteers from COTT are here in our parish this weekend to sell their Feast Day Carnival
Coupons priced at $10 each. Please give them your generous support!

N

VOLUNTEERS (TUTORS) NEEDED! BE THE CHANGE! D
A community program by SSVP and Church of the Transfiguration O
We all know that Education is the ticket out of poverty. For families struggling to make o

ends meet, or families living in disharmony, education is not given much attention.
Hence SSVP at Church of the Transfiguration (COTT) started a “Be-the-Change” program in Aug
2018 and is now in its 6th year of operation, giving free tuition to children of “Friends-in-Need” (FIN)
The aim is to show love, concern and inculcate in the children the correct attitude towards

learning. They are currently helping 24 children and a few children are on wait list because they do
not have enough tutors.

COTT is appealing to St Anne’s Parishioners to help out in this worthy cause. It is very
rewarding when you see the FINs’ children blossom under the program and parents overjoyed by
the improvement in their children’s school results.

For any enquiries or to sign up, please contact Julie at 94751932.

NAVIGATING YOUR FINANCES GOD’S WAY (NYFGW@SAC 2023)

Every Thursday from 31 Aug to 26 Oct 2023 @ 8.30pm Online (Zoom)

NYFGW is a small group study organised jointly by Neighbourhood Christian Community &
Compass Catholic Singapore. This course teaches people of all ages, economic levels and cultural
backgrounds God’s perspective of managing money and possessions.

Requirements for Registration - Age: 21 and above
Cost of Your Money Counts (eBook) & NYFGW Workbook (Print) @ $25
Registration link: https:/tinyurl.com/NYFGW2023 or scan QR code

)

Closing date: 1st August 2023

SFX MAJOR SEMINARY'S ANNUAL VOCATION RETREAT:
11TH TO 13TH AUGUST 2023

“Lord if it is you..." Amidst the uncertainties of life, the Lord reaches out his hand over B
the waves. How do we respond? Er.
Open to all men ages 21-35, be it any stage of your discernment journey. Priority

given to first timers. Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/vcaug2023 or scan the QR code.

CARITAS SINGAPORE — CHARITIES WEEK 2023

The total collected from St Anne’s Church for Charities Week 2023 is
$269,650.00.

Thank you for your contributions!

Amount collected for Charities week 2022: $201,250.00

Amount collected for Charities week 2021: $152,731.00

ST ANNE’S CHURCH MISSION & DISCIPLESHIP FUND

This fund was established on Easter Sunday 9 April 2023 and it is meant to support and fund our
parishioners and other worthy causes that is involved in missionary activities or discipleship
formation programmes.

To date we have received $95,000.00 and we thank you for your support and generosity.

SINGAPORE
God’s Love in Action

CANTEEN IS CLOSED THIS WEEKEND




THE TREASURE WE HAVE FOUND
Solomon prayed for the wisdom to discern the frue value of things.
We scarcely need the wisdom of Solomon fo realize that in finding the love of
God and the kingdom of God we have found a freasure beyond price.
It is in the joy of this realization that we hold our celebration foday.

Reflecting on the Gospel

In the ancient world without access to bank or strongbox storage, burying valuables was a common
practice (see, for example, Matt 25:18), especially under threat of invasion. If the original owner died
or was unable to return to his land, if no one had been told the whereabouts of the treasure, or if the land was
confiscated, the treasure might lie hidden for many years, unknown to the descendants of the original owner or those
who subsequently acquired that land. Then someone finds the treasure. "Finders keepers" does not apply in Palestinian
society unless the field is one's own property, so the one who finds the treasure determines to sell all that he has and
buy the field. It is - Jesus suggests in this first of three parables of today's gospel this joy of discovery, the attitude of
readiness to give up everything in order to obtain the treasure, that should characterize his disciples to whom God
discloses the treasure of the kingdom. Perhaps through a friendship, an event at work, a book read, or in the everyday
but humanly significant events of birth, sickness, or death, we may stumble on the Unexpected One who transforms our
lives and makes everything else relative forever. Then we know the joy of the kingdom.

Twinned with the parable of the buried treasure is the parable of the pearl of great price. The surprise of this parable is
not the discovery of the pearl because, unlike the one who found the buried treasure, the traveling merchant was
deliberately seeking the precious pearl, the surprise is its great value. Consequently, the merchant sells everything he
owns to purchase the pearl, considered in the ancient world as among the most valuable of goods. The kingdom of God
is beyond all price, and even though a person may be seeking it, when God reveals it to the seeker it is beyond all
expectations.

The third of this Sunday's parables, about the dragnet, is not concerned with the "now," but the "not yet." A dragnet was
a large net supported by floats and held in place by sinkers, used for surface fishing. Its catch was indiscriminate: edible
and inedible, ritually clean and unclean, marketable or worthless, the fish would be sorted out by the fishermen when
brought ashore. As with the parable of the weeds and wheat, the dragnet catch is an image of the Christian community
of committed disciples and sinners, of good and evil the mix that we can recognize in ourselves. There will, however,
come a moment of endtime judgment when disciples will be finally accountable for their obedience or disobedience to
what Jesus has revealed and their readiness or resistance to allow this to rule over them.

The disciples give a perhaps too ready "yes" when Jesus asks them if they have understood, and certainly the power of
the storytelling helps us, like them, to understand something of the joy and value of the kingdom of God. But it is our
living as kingdom people that is our true assent to Jesus.

Preparing to Proclaim

Key words and phrases: "[H]e goes and sells all that he has and buys it.”

To the point: This week's series of parables tells us something about how we are to receive the kingdom of God.
Finding it and participating in it is like finding a treasure. It probably brings a bit of wonder; how did we get so lucky as to
be included in this? But above all it brings joy, the kind of breathtaking joy that leads us to wholehearted pursuit of the
thing that brings it. This is the joy of a child who has found an interest that overrides their brain's developmental limits
on attention span. This is the joy of someone who has fallen in love. All of these people will find that the object of their
interest does not always bring this easy joy. Lovers will find some of their beloveds' flaws hard to live with; children may
move on when a new interest fizzles in a challenge they can't overcome; and even God's kingdom makes demands of
us and sometimes the sacrifice may seem too much. But the initial joy and wonder tells us something important: this
movement of our hearts is how God gets to us .

Making Connections

Between the readings: Solomon asks for something that pleases God: an understanding heart. He pursues wisdom
with the wholeheartedness with which we are to pursue the kingdom, which tells us something else about what
pursuing the kingdom entails. It is deeply related to this wisdom. The psalm continues this theme, for encountering
God's leadership even his commands inspires a response of love from us.

To experience: Many of us have some experience of encountering God and responding with the kind of wonder and
joy and love that causes the person of the parable to sell all he has in pursuit of it. But the long slog of Christian life in a
sinful world often causes these feelings to wear off. Love is not measured by our emotional response to the beloved but
by our commitment to living out its demands, with consistency and integrity .

The Living Liturgy

| 1st Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 / Psalm: 118 / 2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30 / Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 |




